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ExplanationAbbreviation/Term

The District Council has adopted the definition of Affordable Housing as
set out in national planning policy; Planning Policy Statement 3, Annex
B as follows:

Affordable housing

‘Affordable Housing includes social rented and intermediate housing,
provided to specified eligible households whose needs are not met by
the market. Affordable Housing should:

Meet the needs of eligible households including availability at a cost
low enough for them to afford, determined with regard to local
incomes and local house prices.
Include provision for the home to remain at an affordable price for
future eligible households or, if these restrictions are lifted, for the
subsidy to be recycled for alternative affordable housing provision.

Areas designated by Wyre Forest District Council where the level of
pollutant concentrations in the atmosphere results in the air quality not
meeting the objectives set out by central Government in 2005.

Air Quality
Management Area
(AQMA)

An area of land identified in a development plan. The allocation will
indicate the Council’s preferred use for the land.

Allocation

An annually produced document which sets out the progress made in
achieving the timetable set out within the Local development Scheme
as well as measuring the effectiveness of the development plan policies.

Annual Monitoring
Report (AMR)

One of the types of development plan documents. Area action plans are
appropriate for areas of significant change or areas of conservation. They

Area Action Plan (AAP)

enable a comprehensive approach to be taken to the planning of a
particular area of a town or district.  Wyre Forest District Council is
currently preparing an Area Action Plan for the Kidderminster Central
Area.

A measure of the number and range of species and their relative
abundance in a community

Biodiversity

A strategy prepared for a local area aimed at conserving and enhancing
biological diversity.

Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP)

Land which has previously been developed. The term may encompass
vacant or derelict land, infill sites, land occupied by redundant or unused

Brownfield
Land/Previously
Developed Land buildings, and developed land within the settlement boundary where

further intensification of use is considered acceptable.

Long-term changes in temperature, precipitation, wind and all other
aspects of the Earth’s climate. Often regarded as a result of human activity
and fossil fuel consumption.

Climate change
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ExplanationAbbreviation/Term

Area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

Conservation Area

One of the development plan documents. It sets out the long-term vision
for the council area and the policies and proposals to deliver that vision.

Core Strategy

It will contain broad locations for development, not individual site
boundaries.

Developer contributions are often required for major developments to
ensure sufficient provision is made for infrastructure and services such

Developer
contributions

as roads, schools, healthcare and other facilities.  Contributions are usually
secured through planning conditions or legal agreements (often referred
to as planning obligations or Section 106 agreements). 

Structure plans and local plans prepared by councils to outline how
development and land use decisions will be made in their area. From

Development plan

September 2004, development plans now consist of regional spatial
strategies and local development frameworks.

The collective term given to all statutory documents that form the Local
Development Framework for the District. These comprise of the Core

Development Plan
Document (DPD)

Strategy, Site Allocations and Policies, Kidderminster Central Area Action
Plan and a Proposals Map.

English Heritage exists to protect and promote England's historic
environment and ensure that its past is researched and understood.

English Heritage

An independent public body that works closely with the government
protecting and improving the environment in England and Wales

Environment Agency

The information and data gathered by local authorities to justify the
'soundness' of the policy approach set out in Local development

Evidence base

Documents, including the physical, economic and social characteristics
of the area. 

Land which is situated between urban areas on which development is
restricted so as to ensure urban sprawl – the uncontrolled, unplanned
growth of urban areas – does not occur.

Green Belt

Land which has never been developed, this includes greenbelt land and
areas of open countryside, as well as undeveloped land within urban
areas.

Greenfield land

An assessment of the likelihood of flooding in a particular area so that
development needs and mitigation measures can be carefully considered.

Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment (SFRA)

Criteria developed by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation in 1991 to help
house builders to produce new homes flexible enough to deal with

Lifetime Home
Standard
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ExplanationAbbreviation/Term

changes in life situations of occupants such as caring for young children,
temporary injuries and declining mobility with age.

A building of special architectural or historic interest. Listed buildings are
graded I, II* or II, with grade I being the highest. Listing includes the

Listed building

interior as well as the exterior of the building and any buildings or
permanent structures within its curtilage.

Development plan documents (DPD), supplementary planning documents
(SPD), and statement of community involvement (SCI) together form the
local development document.

Local Development
Document (LDD)

This will provide the framework for delivering the planning strategy and
policies for Wyre Forest District.

Local Development
Framework (LDF)

A three year timetable setting out the type of Development Plan
Documents to be produced under the Local Development Framework
and the key milestones for their development. 

Local Development
Scheme (LDS)

The focus of Urban Renaissance which underpins the Regional Spatial
Strategy. Of the 4 MUAs established in the RSS, Birmingham and the Black
Country have the most relevance to the Wyre Forest District.

Major Urban Areas
(MUAs)

Natural England works for people, places and nature to conserve and
enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and
marine areas.

Natural England

A series of notes setting out the government’s policies on various topics,
e.g. housing, transport, etc.

Planning Policy
Guidance note (PPG)

Previously known as PPGs, these are documents provided by the
Department for Communities and Local Government setting out

Planning Policy
Statement (PPS)

government policy and advice on planning issues such as housing,
transport and conservation. Local authorities must take their contents
into account in preparing their development plans.

A strategy prepared  by the Regional Planning Body for how a region
should look in 15 to 20 years time and often longer. It identifies the scale

Regional Spatial
Strategy (RSS)

and distribution of new housing in the region, indicates areas for
regeneration, expansion or sub-regional planning and specifies priorities
for the environment, transport, infrastructure, economic development,
agriculture, minerals and waste treatment and disposal.

A scoping report sets out a framework for appraising the sustainability
of the documents within the Local Development Framework.

Scoping Report

A specifically defined area within which protection is afforded to ecological
or geological features. Sites are officially notified by English Nature.

Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI)
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The Community Strategy brings together the concerns of Wyre Forest
communities under six main themes which, as a partnership, the Council

Sustainable Community
Strategy

and its partners needs to focus its efforts on in order to improve the social,
economic and environmental wellbeing of the District. These are:-
Communities that are safe and feel safe; A Better Environment for Today
And Tomorrow; Economic Success Shared By All; Improving Health &
Wellbeing; Meeting the Needs of Children and Young People and Stronger
Communities. These themes will be addressed through the Core Strategy.

The purpose of SA is to ensure that all Development Plan Documents
(DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) conform to the
Government principles of Sustainable Development, which are;

Sustainability Appraisal

Living within environmental limits
Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
Achieving a sustainable economy
Promoting good governance
Using sound science responsibly

A document setting out how the council intends to involve the general
public in drawing up policies in the local development framework and
in major planning applications.

Statement of
Community
Involvement (SCI)

An assessment of the impact on the environment that policies, plans and
programmes might have as required under European Union legislation.

Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA)

This is the main focus for employment within the District. This corridor
runs south out of Kidderminster towards Stourport-on-Severn, is well

Stourport Road
Employment Corridor
(SREC) established and contains a number of modern high quality premises

together with significant redevelopment opportunities. Underused and
derelict sites along this corridor include the former British Sugar site,
which at 24 hectares is one of the largest sites in the region.

Supplementary planning documents provide policy guidance to
supplement the policies and proposals in development plan documents. 

Supplementary
Planning Document
(SPD) Although they will be in the local development framework they are not

development plan documents and not subject to independent inspection.
These documents replace supplementary planning guidance prepared
under the old system.

An environmentally friendly way of dealing with surface water run-off
which increases the time taken for surface water to reach watercourses,
thereby reducing flash flooding.

Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SUDS)

Travel Plans are designed to present a more economical, efficient and
socially responsible way to travel. They are often used by individual

Travel Plans

organisations to encourage their employees to travel in a more socially
and environmentally responsible manner to and from work.
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An area where, of the economically active resident population, at least
75% work within that area, and also, of everyone working in the area, at

Travel to Work Area
(TTWA)

least 75% live within that area. These areas have been defined using 1991
census data.

A partnership which brings together organisations from the public, private,
community and voluntary sector. The key objective of the LSP is to

Wyre Forest Matters
Local Strategic
Partnership (LSP) improve the quality of life in the District by addressing important issues

affecting those who live and work here, such as health, community safety,
transport and education.
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The SEA Directive requirements and where they have been met

Table .1 Meeting the SEA Directive Requirements

Where they have been metSEA Directive Requirements

SA Scoping Report
Full SA Report Section 4 and Appendix C

(a) an outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme and relationship
with other relevant plans and programmes;

SA Scoping Report
Full SA Report Section 4 and Appendix C

(b) the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution
thereof without implementation of the plan or programme;

SA Scoping Report
Full SA Report Section 4 and Appendix C

(c) the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected;

SA Scoping Report
Full SA Report Section 4 and Appendix C

(d) any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme
including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular environmental
importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC;

SA Scoping Report
Full SA Report Section 4 and Appendix B

(e) the environmental protection objectives, established at international, Community or
Member State level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those
objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during
its preparation;

Full SA Report Section 6(f) the likely significant effects on the environment, including on issues such as
biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors,
material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage,
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors;

Full SA Report Section 6(g) the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any
significant adverse effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme;

Full SA Report Sections 4-7(h) an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with and a description
of how the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required information;

Full SA Report Section 7(i) a description of the measures envisaged concerning monitoring in accordance with
Article 10;

Full SA Report Section 1(j) a non-technical summary of the information provided under the above headings.

Wyre Forest District Local Development Framework
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1 Summary and Outcomes

Non-Technical Summary

1.1 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process which enables Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) to
assess how their plans and proposals help to achieve the Government’s Sustainable Development
objectives.  The purpose of SA is to ensure that all Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) conform to the Government’s guiding principles of
Sustainable Development, which are:

Living within Environmental Limits
Ensuring a Strong, Healthy and Just Society
Achieving a Sustainable Economy
Promoting Good Governance; and
Using Sound Science Responsibly.

1.2 A quick reference guide to SA is available on the District Council’s Forward Planning website
at www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk. 

1.3 There are three key stages to preparing a SA:

The production of a Scoping Report
The production of  a Sustainability Appraisal; and
The production of an Adoption Statement.

1.4 The Scoping Report for the Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal was prepared in early 2007. 
This was the subject of a statutory 5 week consultation period between 19th March 2007 and 23rd April
2007.  The document reviews relevant national, regional and local policies and presents detailed
baseline data on the current economic, social and environmental state of the District.  The draft
Scoping Report has been amended as a result of the consultation responses.  The amended Scoping
Report and its appendices are available to view online at www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk, together with a
table summarising the responses received and how they were dealt with.

1.5 This Scoping Report put forward a matrix and a set of objectives and decision-making criteria
to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of the objectives and policies of the Core
Strategy.  This matrix has been developed from joint working with Worcestershire County Council
and its other District Councils.

1.6 The Initial Sustainability Appraisal Report was published for consultation alongside the Core
Strategy Issues and Options Paper from 24th July 2007-10th September 2007.  It assesses the draft
objectives and the policy options put forward in the Core Strategy Issues and Options Paper against
the Sustainability Appraisal matrix which was developed through the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping
Report.     The initial SA Report also put forward a set of draft indicators.  These indicators, once finalised,
will be used to monitor the social, economic and environmental effects of the Core Strategy once it
has been adopted.  Monitoring will be carried out through the Annual Monitoring Report process.

1.7 A  The Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report was published for consultation alongside the Core
Strategy Preferred Options Paper between 15th January and 26th February 2009.  This Final SA  Report
incorporates comments received during the consultation.  The District Council has also appointed
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independent consultants UE Associates to undertake a quality check of the Sustainability Appraisal
work undertaken on the Core Strategy.  The final report was published in June 2009 and is available
from the District Council's website.  The recommendations of the quality check are incorporated into
this report.   

A Statement of the Likely Significant Effects of the Plan

1.8 This section sets out a summary of the sustainability implications of the Preferred Options and
the extent to which they would support or achieve the Sustainability Appraisal objectives. 

1.9 The Core Strategy sets out a series of overall objectives to deliver the vision.  These objectives
are:

1. To provide a range of high-quality, highly energy efficient market and affordable housing options
for residents of all ages and needs to achieve sustainable communities.

2. To diversify and grow the District’s economy, emphasising the development of the service sector,
high tech industry and sustainable tourism.

3. Continue to develop Kidderminster as the strategic centre for the District and to maintain the
important roles of Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley as market towns.

4. Support the viability of the District’s villages and rural areas and assist in opportunities for
diversification.

5. Safeguard and enhance the District’s unique landscape character, Green Belt, natural environment
and green infrastructure.

6. To conserve and enhance the District's heritage assets.
7. Safeguard and enhance natural resources, minimise waste and increase recycling, especially the

reuse of land and buildings.
8. Safeguard and replenish the District’s rich and varied biodiversity and geodiversity, including

that within the three town centres.
9. Ensure the District is equipped to adapt to and mitigate the impacts of climate change by ensuring

that future developments are low or zero-carbon and that they do not increase flood risk to new
and existing property.

10. Improve the District’s air quality, particularly in
the town centre areas of Kidderminster,
Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley.

11. Support the development of an accessible,
integrated, sustainable transport network through
new and existing developments to provide
attractive alternatives for all residents and visitors
and promote sustainable freight transport.

12. Help foster community pride and healthy
lifestyles in the District through supporting and
involving its many local communities in both the urban and rural areas.

13. Maximise community cohesion and safety and ensure new developments positively contribute
towards crime reduction, improved healthcare and education across the District for the benefit
of all residents. 

1.10 Overall the preferred objectives support the sustainability objectives.  However, a small number
of conflicts were identified relating to the possibility of new developments putting a strain on water
resources and air quality and increasing flood risk, noise and light pollution; the possibility that focusing
development on brownfield sites could have a detrimental impact on biodiversity and the likelihood
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that new development will lead to increased waste being produced within the District.  However, it
is felt that appropriate mitigation measures can be put in place to overcome these issues.

Preferred Options:

1.11 A summary of the identified impacts of the Core Policy Preferred Options is set out below:

1.12 DS01
This policy identified some potential conflicts with the SA objectives including increased waste being
produced within the District, the potential to exacerbate flood risk if development is not sited
appropriately, the possibility that focusing development on brownfield sites could impact biodiversity
and the potential for increased densities to increase noise and light pollution. 

1.13 EG01
This policy could increase noise, light and air pollution along the Stourport Road, as this is where
employment development will be focused.  It could also lead to pressure on the historic environment
within Kidderminster.  However, this option also has a number of positive sustainability impacts which
are considered to outweigh the negative impacts.

1.14 RD01
The Preferred Option will improve access to retail facilities within the District, will enhance the quality
of life, could help reduce CO2 emissions by reducing the need to travel and will help to reduce pressure
on greenfield land by re-using brownfield sites.  The potential negative impacts are the possibility
that increased development within Kidderminster could exacerbate flooding issues and could have
a detrimental impact on biodiversity and could place pressure on the historic environment. 

1.15 OD01
The Preferred Option will help to improve quality of life and community pride, will reduce the need
to travel and reduce reliance on the private car, reduce pressure on greenfield sites and enhance the
economy.  The potential negative impacts identified are the possibility that additional development
within Kidderminster Town Centre could exacerbate flooding issues and impact on biodiversity and
the historic environment. 

1.16 Core Policy 1: Delivering Housing Choice:

Core Policy 1a: Delivering affordable housing:  The Preferred Option performs well against
the SA framework as it will increase affordable housing  provision across the District.  However,
it is recognised that the increased level of affordable housing required may detract from the
regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn by making some sites economically
unviable.  It is recognised that allocating sites for 100% affordable housing could lead to social
problems, therefore, any such sites will be limited to a maximum of 30 dwellings.
Core Policy Area 1b: Developing and catering for the needs of mixed communities: The
Preferred Option performs well against the SA framework, however, allocating sites for specialist
elderly accommodation may have a detrimental impact on the character of the townscape and
may increase noise and light pollution within the immediate vicinity.  Requiring a proportion
of homes to be built to lifetime homes standards may result in developers looking outside the
District if requirements are not comparable.
Core Policy Area 1c: Providing accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers: The Preferred
Option sets out detailed criteria which will be used to allocate sites and to determine applications
coming through the development control process.  The criteria aim to provide sustainable sites
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which are close to services, facilities and local schools and have safe pedestrian access to reduce
car travel which is in accordance with the sustainaiblity objectives. 

1.17 Core Policy 2: Delivering Employment Opportunities:
The Preferred Option is generally in accordance with the sustainsbility objectives, however, the
approach could detract from the regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn and could
have a negative impact on the landscape and townscape of rural areas.  The promotion of small
start-up units within the three towns performed well against the SA framework, however, it did raise
some negative issues in relation to its potential to put pressure on the townscape of these areas and
also the potential pressure that this could put on the flood plain.

1.18 Core Policy 3: Strategic Infrastructure Provision:
Both elements of the Preferred Option have identified some negative sustainability impacts.  Both
elements would aid accessibility by reducing congestion, strengthen the economy and aid the
regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.  However, both options would encourage
people to drive as congestion is reduced; lead to increased carbon emissions; have a potentially
negative impact on air quality, biodiversity and noise and light pollution; and in the case of the
Stourport Relief Road, require the use of greenfield land.  A comprehensive package of mitigation
measures will be needed to support this policy.    

1.19 Core Policy 4: Local Distinctiveness and Regeneration:
It is considered that enhancing the role of Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley may increase their risk
of flooding.  Also, developing adjacent to watercourses may increase flooding risk and have a
detrimental impact on biodiversity. Incorporating Designing out Crime standards raises a number of 
potential negative impacts including conflict with the existing townscape; reduced potential to
increase tree cover and vegetation which could also have a negative impact on biodiversity; increased
light pollution; and the potential for the principles to be incompatible with designing to adapt to and
mitigate against climate change.  Promoting a wider range of activities within the town centre could
also increase noise and light pollution.

1.20 Core Policy 5: Managing Travel Demand and Promoting Sustainable Modes: The Preferred
Option will enhance accessibility to services and facilities, will encourage people to walk, cycle and
travel by public transport, would reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality and would improve
the attractiveness of the town centres. No potential negative impacts have been identified in relation
to the Preferred Option.        

1.21 Core Policy 6: Delivering Sustainable Development Standards:
The Preferred Option will reduce the volume of waste going to landfill and increase recycling rates. 
Requiring renewable energy could have a detrimental impact on the landscape and townscape of
the District, however, this would lead to reduction in carbon emissions and  could help to develop
small-scale business opportunities.  Encouraging developers to build to higher environmental
standards, as set out within the Code for Sustainable Homes and BREEAM, would have a number of
positive sustainability impacts with no identified potential negative sustainability impacts.           

1.22 Core Policy 7: Addressing Flood Risk through Future Development:
The Preferred Option will have positive implications for both flooding and biodiversity.  No negative
sustainability impacts have been identified.   

1.23 Core Policy 8: Rural Development and Countryside Protection:
The Preferred Option may restrict the development of renewable energy opportunities within the
District.  However, it would help safeguard access to greenspace and open countryside, safeguard
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the landscape character of the District, conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, aid the
regeneration of the town centres and help to mitigate against climate change.

1.24 Core Policy 9: Providing a Green Infrastructure Network and Supporting Local Biodiversity:
The Preferred Option generally performs well against the SA framework.  Identified positive impacts
include; improved access to greenspace, safeguarding the landscape, increasing community pride
and helping to mitigate against climate change and adapt to its inevitable impacts.  The potential
negative issues identified were; the possibility that demand for greenspaces to be lit could increase
which would lead to an increase in light pollution and the potential for an increase in allotment
provision to have a detrimental impact on the landscape character of the District.

1.25 Core Policy 10: Promoting Community Well-being and Confidence:
Seeking planning contributions towards a range of facilities identified a number of positive impacts
including improving access to services and facilities and  improved quality of life.  Supporting the
shared use of buildings also performed favourably against the SA framework as this improves access
to services and facilities and reduces the demand for additional buildings which could help to safeguard
greenfield land.  In terms of negative impacts,  requiring developer contributions for community
infrastructure could jeopardise the achievement of affordable housing targets.

1.26 Core Policy 11: Historic Environment, Culture and Tourism:
The Preferred Option raised one potential negative impact, providing a greater range of cultural
facilities within the villages will reduce the need for people to travel to Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn to access such facilities and this may detract from their regeneration.  However,
facilities provided within the villages will be small scale and this is not considered to be a threat to
regeneration within the town centres.  The Preferred Option has a number of positive impacts,
including, improving access to services and facilities, strengthening the economy and promoting the
regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

1.27 Where appropriate, mitigation measures have been proposed to offset any negative impacts
identified.  A monitoring framework will monitor the performance of the final policies against the
sustainability objectives and this will enable revisions to be made if necessary.  The SA framework
sets out some proposed indicators for monitoring the plans effects on sustainability.

Publication:

1.28 A summary of the potential negative impacts of the policies within the Publication Core
Strategy is set out below:

1.29 DS01: Development Needs
This policy raised a potential negative impact in relation to flooding.  This issue will need to be given
further consideration through subsequent DPDs which allocate specific sites for specific types of
development. 

1.30 DS02: Kidderminster Regeneration Area
This policy has also raised a potential negative impact in relation to flooding and the information set
out under DS01 applies equally here. 

1.31 DS03: Market Towns
The policy identifies a number of areas where the policy effects are difficult to identify.  The impact
on flooding, the historic environment, and noise and light pollution will need to be given further
consideration at the site allocations stage and through the development control process.  
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1.32 DS04: Rural Regeneration 
No negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy. 

1.33 DS05: Phasing and Implementation
No negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy.

1.34 Core Policy 1: Delivering Sustainable Construction Standards
No potential negative impacts have been identified is relation to this policy.

1.35 Core Policy 2: Managing Water
No potential negative impacts were identified for this policy. 

1.36 Core Policy 3: Promoting Transport Choice and Improving Accessibility
No potential negative impacts have been identified for this policy.

1.37 Core Policy 4: Providing Affordable Housing
No potential negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy.

1.38 Core Policy 5: Delivering Mixed Communities
This policy raises some potential concerns regarding the impact of higher density development on
the landscape, townscape, and historic character of the District and also its impact on the availability
of private outdoor space within developments.  Also, higher density development may cause increased
noise and light pollution. 

1.39 Core Policy 6: Providing Accommodation for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling
Showpeople
This policy raised one negative issue in relation to the possible detrimental impact of sites on the
landscape and townscape of the District.  However, this would be mitigated by locating sites within
existing built-up areas rather than in open countryside. 

1.40 Core Policy 7: Delivering Community Wellbeing
No potential negative impacts were identified in relation to this policy. 

1.41 Core Policy 8: A Diverse Local Economy
This policy has raised two issues which will require further consideration at site allocations and planning
application stage. The impact of new development on flooding will need to be considered through
the site allocations process and the impact of new development on the landscape and townscape
will need to be given detailed consideration at planning application stage. 

1.42 Core Policy 9: Retail and Commercial Development
The potential negative impacts that have been identified in relation to this policy are the impact of
new development in Kidderminster town centre on flooding and the potential for new development
in the town centre to generate noise and light pollution.  These will need to be considered at the site
allocations and design stages.

1.43 Core Policy 10: Sustainable Tourism
The potential negative impacts that have been identified in relation to this policy are the impact of
new development in Kidderminster town centre on flooding and the potential for new development
in the town centre to generate noise and light pollution.  These will need to be considered at the site
allocations and design stages. 

1.44 Core Policy 11: Strategic Transport Infrastructure
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This policy identified a number of negative impacts including increasing car dependence by providing
additional road capacity; the potential detrimental impact of new roads on the landscape and on
biodiversity, as well as the need to release greenfield land for the Stourport Relief Road;  and increased
noise and light pollution within the road corridors.

1.45 Core Policy 12: Design Quality and Local Distinctiveness
No potential negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy.

1.46 Core Policy 13: Landscape Character
This policy did not raise any negative impacts. 

1.47 Core Policy 14: Providing a Green Infrastructure Network
No negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy. 

1.48 Core Policy 15: Providing Opportunities for Local Biodiversity and Geodiversity
This policy will safeguard and enhance the biodiversity and safeguard the geodiversity  of the District.

1.49 Core Policy 16: Regenerating the Rivers and Canal
This policy has identified no negative impacts.

Statement of the Difference the Process has Made to Date

1.50 The Sustainabiltiy Appraisal process has investigated the likely significant environmental,
economic and social impacts of the options put forward at the Issues and Options stage and those
put forward through consultation responses.  Both the positive and negative impacts of all of the
options have been considered.  This has informed the selection and development of the Preferred
Options and the Submission Core Strategy. 

1.51 The Draft SA Report identified the potential impacts of the Preferred Options and the possible
mitigation measures which could be introduced.  This has informed the development of the Submission
Core Strategy.  The mitigation measures set out within the Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report have
been further refined through the development of the Submission Core Strategy and are set out within
this Final SA Report.

1.52 The Final SA Report has tested those policies set out within the Publication Core Strategy
against the SA framework and where potential negative impacts have been identified, mitigation
measures have been identified to address these.

How to Comment on this Report

1.53 The Core Strategy and this accompanying SA Report will be published for a period of 6 weeks
on Thursday January 7th 2010.  Representations should be received by the District Council by 5.30pm
on Thursday 18th February 2010.  You can submit representations on-line at
http://wyreforestdc.limehouse.co.uk/portal/.  Alternatively, representations can be submitted by
e-mail, fax or in writing.  Please forward your comments to the following: 

Policy and Regeneration Manager
Planning and Regulatory Services Directorate
Duke House
Clensmore Street
Kidderminster
Worcestershire
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DY10 2JX
Planning.policy@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Fax: 01562 732556

1.54 If you have any questions or would like clarification on any aspect of this report, please contact
the Policy and Regeneration team on 01562 732928.

1.55 This SA Report forms stage D2(i) of the SA process and as such includes the appraisal of
significant changes resulting from representations made during the consultation on the preferred
options of the DPD.  For further information on the SA process, including details of the various stages
please see  'Approach Adopted to the SA'.  Upon adopting the DPD, an Adoption Statement will be
prepared, this will set out how the findings of the SA Report have been taken into account and will
finalise the arrangements for monitoring.   Once the Core Strategy DPD has been adopted, its impacts
will be monitored using the monitoring framework set out at  'The SA Framework, including Objectives,
Targets and Indicators'.  The effects will be monitored and reported through the AMR and any
unforeseen adverse effects will be identified.  Proposals will then be put forward to mitigate against
such effects.
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2 Background

Purpose of the SA and the SA Report

2.1 Section 39 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires a Sustainability Appraisal
(SA) to be carried out on all Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents
which a Local Planning Authority produces.  The SA process is integral to the production of DPDs and
SPDs and it enables the LPA to assess the degree to which the plans and proposals contribute towards
the achievement of Sustainable Development.  This understanding assists in the preparation of
planning policy. 

2.2 Sustainable Development is defined as ‘’development which meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’’.  The purpose of
SA is to ensure that all Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents
(SPDs) conform to the Government’s guiding principles of Sustainable Development, which are:

Living within Environmental Limits
Ensuring a Strong, Healthy and Just Society
Achieving a Sustainable Economy
Promoting Good Governance; and
Using Sound Science Responsibly.

2.3 SA identifies and reports on the likely significant effects of the plan and mitigation measures
which can be taken to reduce them.  These effects are identified through the use of a Sustainability
Appraisal framework.  The SA Report details the results of the appraisal of the preferred options and
the policies set out within the Publication Core Strategy.

Plan Objectives and Outline of Contents

2.4 The Core Strategy DPD sets out the strategic, over-arching planning policy for the District.  The
Core Strategy will guide the development of the District up until 2026.  The Core Strategy contains a
Spatial Vision and a set of Spatial Objectives which will help to achieve the vision.   

2.5 The following Development Objectives have undergone consultation through the Core Strategy
Issues and Options document and the Core Strategy Preferred Options document, and are set out
within the Publication Core Strategy:

1. To provide a range of high-quality, highly energy efficient market and affordable housing options
for residents of all ages and needs to achieve sustainable communities.

2. To diversify and grow the District’s economy, emphasising the development of the service sector,
high tech industry and sustainable tourism.

3. Continue to develop Kidderminster as the strategic centre for the District and to maintain the
important roles of Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley as market towns.

4. Support the viability of the District’s villages and rural areas and assist in opportunities for
diversification.
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5. Safeguard and enhance the District’s unique landscape character, Green Belt, natural environment
and green infrastructure.

6. To conserve and enhance the District's heritage
assets.

7. Safeguard and enhance natural resources, minimise
waste and increase recycling, especially the reuse of
land and buildings.

8. Safeguard and replenish the District’s rich and varied
biodiversity and geodiversity, including that within
the three town centres.

9. Ensure the District is equipped to adapt to and
mitigate the impacts of climate change by ensuring
that future developments are low or zero-carbon and that they do not increase flood risk to new
and existing property.

10. Improve the District’s air quality, particularly in the town centre areas of Kidderminster,
Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley.

11. Support the development of an accessible, integrated, sustainable transport network through
new and existing developments to provide attractive alternatives for all residents and visitors
and promote sustainable freight transport.

12. Help foster community pride and healthy lifestyles in the District through supporting and involving
its many local communities in both the urban and rural areas.

13. Maximise community cohesion and safety and ensure new developments positively contribute
towards crime reduction, improved healthcare and education across the District for the benefit
of all residents.

2.6 The Core Strategy will contain a number of strategic policies which will guide the development
of the District and will be used in the determination of planning applications.  The preferred options
paper set out core policies covering the following areas:

Delivering Housing Choice
A Diverse Local Economy
Delivering Strategic Infrastructure to Assist Regeneration
Local Distinctiveness and Regeneration
Managing Travel and Transport Demand and Supporting Sustainable Modes
Delivering Sustainable Development Standards
Addressing Flood Risk through Future Development
Rural Development and Countryside Protection
Providing a Green Infrastructure Network and Supporting Local Biodiversity
Promoting Community Well-Being
Historic Environment, Culture and Tourism

2.7 These areas have been further developed and refined and the Publication Core Strategy sets
out policies covering these areas:

Development Locations
Kidderminster Local Regeneration Area
Market Towns
Rural Regeneration and Services
Phasing and Implementation
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Delivering Sustainable Development Standards
Water Management
Promoting Transport Choice and Improving Accessibility
Providing Affordable Housing
Delivering Mixed Communities
Provision for Gypsies and Travellers
Delivering Community Wellbeing
A Diverse Local Economy
Retail and Commercial Development
Sustainable Tourism
Strategic Transport Infrastructure
Quality Design/Local Distinctiveness
Landscape Character
Providing a Green Infrastructure Network
Providing Opportunities for Local Biodiversity and Geodiversity
Regenerating the Rivers and Canal

Compliance with the SEA Directive/Regulations

2.8 Under Section 39(2) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Sustainability Appraisal
(SA) is mandatory for new or revised Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary
Planning Documents (SPDs).  The SA process also incorporates Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) in accordance with the requirements of European Directive 2001/42/EC ‘’on the assessment of
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment’’.

2.9 The SEA Directive requires a report to be produced detailing information that may be reasonably
required taking into account current knowledge and methods of assessment, the contents and level
of detail in the plan or programme and its stage in the decision-making process.  Information likely
to be provided in the Environmental Report includes: the likely significant effects on the environment,
including on issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climate
factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape
and the interrelationship between the above factors.  These effects should include secondary,
cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term, permanent and temporary, positive and negative
effects; an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with; and the measures envisaged
to prevent, reduce and as fully as possible offset any significant adverse effects on the environment
of implementing the plan or programme. 

2.10 Government Guidance (ODPM, 2005) promotes the integration of the SA and SEA processes
into one report. Therefore, this report meets both sets of requirements. A table has been included at
the front of this report to indicate where the SEA Directive requirements have been met.
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3 Appraisal Methodology

Approach Adopted to the SA

3.1 The SA has been carried out using the methodology set out in Government Guidance, (ODPM,
2005).  The table below sets out how the SA process has been incorporated within the DPD process.

Table 3.1  The Sustainability Appraisal Process

DPD Stage 1: Pre-Production - Evidence Gathering

SA Stages and Tasks

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope.
A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes and sustainability objectives.
A2: Collecting baseline information.
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems.
A4: Developing the SA framework.
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA.

DPD Stage 2: Production

SA Stages and Tasks

Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects.
B1: Testing the DPD objectives against the SA framework.
B2: Developing the DPD options.
B3: Predicting the effects of the DPD.
B4: Evaluating the effects of the DPD.
B5: Considering ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects.
B6: Proposing measures to monitor the significant effects of implementing the DPDs.

Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report.
C1: Preparing the SA Report.

Stage D: Consulting on the Preferred Options of the DPD and the SA Report.
D1: Public participation on the Preferred Options of the DPD and the SA Report.
D2(i): Appraising significant changes.

DPD Stage 3: Examination

SA Stages and Tasks

D2(ii): Appraising significant changes resulting from representations.

DPD Stage 4: Adoption and Monitoring

SA Stages and Tasks

D3: Making decisions and providing information.

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the DPD.
E1: Finalising aims and methods for monitoring.
E2: Responding to adverse effects.

3.2 As illustrated above, the SA has been carried out in four main stages and as such, four reports
have been produced:

The SA Scoping Report was published for a 5 week consultation period during March 2007.  The
Scoping Report covered the stage ‘A’ tasks as set out in the table above.  An amended SA Scoping
Report was published in July 2007 which incorporated the consultation responses received. 
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An Initial SA Report was published in July 2007.  This tested the spatial vision, the spatial objectives
and the initial spatial options against the SA framework.  This was published for consultation
alongside the Issues and Options document in order to allow people to make a more informed
decision at this stage.  The results of this consultation have been used to inform the preparation
of the Preferred Options. 

Thirdly, the Preferred Options for the Core Strategy have been assessed against the SA framework
This report documents the outcome of that process.   This full SA report was published in draft
for consultation alongside the Core Strategy Preferred Options Paper in January 2009.  The
detailed methodology used to assess the sustainability effects of the Preferred Options is set out
at Section 6 of this report.

Finally, the SA report has been updated to include appraisals of significant changes arising from
the consultation responses.  This Final SA  Report incorporates comments received during the
consultation.  The District Council has also appointed independent consultants UE Associates to
undertake a quality check of the Sustainability Appraisal work undertaken on the Core Strategy. 
The final report was published in June 2009 and is available from the District Council's website. 
The recommendations of the quality check are incorporated into this report. 

3.3 The appraisal of the options is based on a matrix.  The matrix sets out the sustainability objectives
which are set out within the SA framework against each of the options for each of the topic areas. 
Each option is then given a score, using the decision-making questions, which are also set out within
the SA framework as a basis for determining the score applied.  Where baseline data was not available,
it has been necessary to make assumptions regarding the current situation and how this may change
with the implementation of the plan.  Further information can be found in the  'Uncertainties and
Risks' section.  The degree of impact is graded as follows:

Likely effect against the SA objectiveSymbol

Significant contribution to the achievement of sustainaiblity objectives likely (much better than 'do notihng'
approach)

++

Contribution to achievement of sustainability objectives likely (better than 'do nothing' approach)+

Significant conflict to achievement of sustainability objectives likely (much worse than 'do nothing' approach)XX

Conflict to achievement of sustainability objectives likely (worse than 'do nothing' approach)X

Neutral effect likely (baseline position)0

Unpredictable effect but likely to be positive (uncertainties remain over exact impact but likely to be better than
'do nothing' approach)

+?

Unpredictable effect but likely to be negative (uncertainties remain over exact impact but likely to be worse than
'do nothing' approach)

X?

3.4 The judgement as to the impact of the option is based upon the scoping and baseline data
which was presented in the scoping report as well as the local knowledge of the staff carrying out the
exercise.  In order to comply with the SEA regulations, the assessment has taken account of:

Secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects (defined below) and inter-relationships between
effects
The significance and time frame of any identified effects, and
Mitigation measures and suggested changes to the strategy in order to overcome or minimise
any identified impacts.
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DefinitionTerm

Secondary effects that are not a direct result of the plan, but occur away from the original effect
or as a result of a complex pathway.

Secondary Effects

Cumulative effects arise where several developments each have insignificant effects but together
have a significant effect, or where several individual effects of the plan have a combined effect.

Cumulative Effects

Synergistic effects interact to produce a total effect greater than the sum of the individual effects.Synergistic Effects

When the SA was Carried Out and by Whom

3.5 The Council has carried out all of the SA work for the Core
Strategy in-house and it is considered that this has provided
substantial benefits to an understanding of the key sustainability
issues that face the District.  An SA Scoping Report was prepared
during late 2006 and early 2007.  The statutory consultation
period ran from 19th March until 23rd April 2007.  The
consultation responses were then used to produce the Amended
SA Scoping Report which was published in July 2007 alongside
the Issues and Options Report.  The Initial SA Report was
produced alongside the Issues and Options Paper and both
documents were published for consultation during July and August 2007.  A Draft Sustainability
Appraisal report was produced and underwent consultation alongside the Core Strategy Preferred
Options Paper from Thursday 15th January to Thursday 26th February 2009. 

3.6 Independent consultants UE Associates were appointed by the District Council in April 2009 to
undertake a quality check of the SA work completed up until and including the Draft SA Report.  The
final report is available to view on the District Council's website www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk.  The findings
have been used to develop this Final SA Report which will be submitted to Government Office for the
West Midlands alongside the Submission Core Strategy.

Who was Consulted, When and How

3.7 At the Scoping Stage, a range of social, economic and environmental interests were consulted,
as well as neighbouring authorities and the Statutory Bodies (Natural England, English Heritage and
the Environment Agency).  The full list of consultees is set out in the SA Scoping Report.  The responses
have been summarised and can be downloaded from the District Council’s website.  The responses
were used in the preparation of the amended SA Scoping Report which can also be downloaded from
the website www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk.

3.8 The Initial SA Report was made available for consultation alongside the Core Strategy Issues
and Options paper.  The three Statutory Environmental Bodies received a hard copy of the Report,
while others received a leaflet which explained the SA process and raised awareness of the Initial SA
Report.  Responses received have been summarised and can be downloaded from the website. 

3.9 A Draft SA Report was published alongside the District Council’s Core Strategy Preferred Options
Paper for a six-week consultation period between 15th January and 26th February 2009.  The
representations received have been incorporated into this Final SA Report.
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Appropriate Assessment

3.10 In October 2005, the European Court of Justice ruled that Appropriate Assessment (AA) must
be carried out on all land use plans in the UK.  The purpose of AA is to ensure that protection of the
integrity of European sites is part of the planning process.  There are no Natura 2000 sites within the
District boundary.  However, there are two sites within 15km of the District boundary; Fens Pool which
is approximately 8.7km north of the District boundary and Lyppard Grange Ponds which is
approximately 12.9km south of the District boundary.  A separate AA Screening report has been
produced looking at the potential impact of the Core Strategy on these sites.  It has been concluded
that the Core Strategy will not have a significant effect on these sites and therefore, it is not necessary
to undertake a full AA for the Core Strategy.
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4 Sustainability Objectives, Baseline and Context

Links to other Policies, Plans and Programmes and Sustainability Objectives and how these
have been taken into Account

4.1 Details of the links to other policies, plans and programmes and sustainability objectives are
provided in the SA Scoping Report.  The amended SA Scoping Report provides details of the additional
plans and programmes scoped as a result of consultation responses.  The initial table has been updated
to include those documents raised during consultation and emerging documents.  The table below
lists the policies plans and programmes which have been scoped.  The full details of these and their
relevance for the Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal is set out at Appendix B. 

INTERNATIONAL

Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development

Rio Declaration on Environment & Development

Aarhus Convention

Kyoto Protocol

The EU Sustainable Development Strategy (updated 2005)

European Habitats Directive (1992)

European Birds Directive (1979)

European Air Quality Directive (2000)

European Water Framework Directive (2000)

European Sixth Environmental Action Plan (2001 – 2010)

European Landscape Convention

NATIONAL

Working with the Grain of Nature – A Biodiversity Strategy for England (DEFRA, 2002)

UK Waste Strategy (DEFRA, 2000)

Waste Strategy for England 2007 (DEFRA)

The Eddington Transport Study (2006)

Barker Review of Land Use Planning (DCLG, 2006)

Strong and Prosperous Communities – the Local Government White Paper (October 2006)

UK Strategy for Sustainable Development (2005)

Urban White Paper (2000)

Rural White Paper (2000)

Sustainable Communities Plan (2003)

Transport 10 Year Plan (2000)

UK Climate Change Programme (1994)

Stern Review of the Economics of Climate Change (November 2006)

Energy White Paper

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW) 2000
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Diversity and Equality in Planning 2005

Untapped Potential – Identifying and Delivering Residential Development on Previously Developed Land (CPRE, 2007)

Waterways for Tomorrow (DEFRA, 2000)

Planning a Future for the Inland Waterways (IWAAC, 2001)

The Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future (DCMS, 2001)

Heritage Protection White Paper (DCMS, March 2007)

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Act) 1990

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979

Code for Sustainable Homes – A step change in sustainable home building practice (DCLG, 2006)

Green Infrastructure Guidance, Natural England (2009)

Living, Working Countryside (Mathew Taylor MP) (2008)

PPS 1 – Delivering Sustainable Development (2005)

PPS: Planning and Climate Change – Supplement to PPS1 (DCLG 2007)

PPG 2 – Green Belts 1995

PPS 3 – Housing (DCLG, 2006)

PPG 4 – Industrial, Commercial Development & Small Firms (1992)

Consultation paper on a new Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Prosperous Economies (2009)

PPS 6 – Planning for Town Centres (2005)

PPS 7 – Sustainable Development in Rural Areas

PPG 8 – Telecommunications 1991

PPS 9 – Biodiversity & Geological Conservation (2005)

PPS 10 – Planning for Sustainable Waste Management

PPS 11 – Regional Spatial Strategies (2004)

PPS 12 – Creating Strong, Safe and Prosperous Communities through Local Spatial Planning (2008)

PPG 13 – Transport (2001)

PPG 14 – Development on Unstable Land

PPG 15 – Planning and the Historic Environment (1994)

Consultation Paper on a new PPS15: Planning for the Historic Environment

PPS: Planning for the Historic Environment Planning Practice Guide - Living Draft (July 2009)

PPG 16 – Archaeology and Planning (1990)

PPG 17 – Planning for Open Space, Sport & Recreation (2002)

PPG 19 – Outdoor Advertisement Control

PPS 22 – Renewable Energy (2004)

PPS 23 – Planning & Pollution Control (2004)

PPG 24 – Planning & Noise 2001

PPS25 -  Development & Flood Risk (2006)

Good Practice Guide on Planning for Tourism (DCLG, 2006)
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Physical Activity and the Environment National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (January 2008)

Lifetime Homes, Lifetime Neighbourhoods: A National Strategy for Housing in an Ageing Society (DCLG, 2008)

The Climate of the UK and Recent Trends (2009) Hadley Centre

REGIONAL

Regional Sustaiable Development Framework - Refreshed Version (2008)

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (2004-2021)

West Midalnds Regional Housing Strategy (2006-2021)

West Midalnds Regional Transport Strategy (2004-2021)

Black Country Sub-Regional Strategy

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Revision Phase Two - Preferred Option (December 2007)

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy Revision Phase Three - Spatial Options Consultation

Wet Midlands Economic Strategy (December 2007)

West Midlands Regional Innovation Strategy

West Midlands Cultural Strategy (2001-2006)

West Midlands Visitor Economy Strategy

West Midlands Energy Strategy

West Midlands Regional Forestry Framework

West Midlands Regional Bioidviersity Strategy

West Midlands Regional Water Resources Strategy

Severn Trent Water Resources Plan 2005-2010

Choosing Health: Regional Health and Wellbeing Strategy (WMRA, 2008)

Fluvial Severn Flood Risk Management Strategy (2006)

South Housing Market Area: South Housing Market Assessment (2007)

South Housing market Area: Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (2007)

Sign up for Sport: A Regional Plan for Sport in the West Midlands (2004-2008)

UKCIP 09: West Midlands Region

COUNTY

Worcestershire Local Area Agreement (2006)

Partnership Towards Excellence – The Sustainable Community Strategy for Worcestershire SECOND EDITION 2008 – 2013 (Draft 2007)

Worcestershire County Structure Plan (1996 – 2011)

Worcestershire Local Transport Plan 2 (2006 – 2011)

Worcestershire Waste Core Strategy Issues and Options Paper (2009)

Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan

Worcestershire Supporting People Strategy

Worcestershire County Council Tourism Strategy

A Cultural Strategy for Worcestershire
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Worcestershire Minerals Local Plan 1997

Worcestershire Countryside Access & Recreation Strategy. (2003 – 2013)

Fluvial Severn Flood Risk Management Strategy (2006)

Worcestershire Climate Change Strategy

Planning for Water in Worcestershire – Technical Research Paper (2008)

Planning for Renewable Energy in Worcestershire – Technical Research Paper (2008)

Planning for Climate Change in Worcestershire (Technical Research Paper) 2008

DISTRICT

Wyre Forest Sustainable Community Strategy (2008)

Wyre Forest Adopted Local Plan (2004)

Wyre Forest Housing Strategy (2004)

Wyre Forest Cycle Strategy (2002)

Wyre Forest Design Supplementary Planning Guidance. (2004)

Wyre Forest Community Safety Strategy

Wyre Forest Air Quality Strategy (2005)

Wyre Forest Housing Needs Survey

Wyre Forest Housing Stock Condition Survey (2007)

Wyre Forest Sustainability Strategy 2004 - 2007

Wyre Forest Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy (2001)

PARISH

Upper Arley Parish Plan (2004)

Rock Parish Plan (2005)

Chaddesley Corbett Parish Plan (2006)

A Design Statement for the Parish of Chaddesley Corbett Chaddesley Corbett parish Council (2008)

Description of the Social, Environmental and Economic Baseline Characteristics and the Future
Predicted Baseline

4.2 A summary of the social, economic and environmental baseline characteristics of the Wyre
Forest District is set out below.  The detailed description can be found at Appendix B to the amended
SA Scoping Report. 

Social Overview

4.3 Wyre Forest District is a rural district which lies in North West Worcestershire, to the South West
of the Black Country conurbation.  The District is made up of the three towns of Kidderminster,
Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley, of which Kidderminster is the largest.  These are surrounded by a
number of outlying villages and hamlets.  The District covers an area of 75 square miles and has a
population of 98,600 (2008 MYE).
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4.4 In 2005/2007, life expectancy at birth in Wyre Forest District was 77.9 years for males and 82
years for females.  In 2001, the percentage of people living with a limiting long-term illness was 17.9%,
this was lower than both the regional and national averages.  The population of the District is aging,
over 50% of the District’s population is over 40 years of age and an increasing number of residents
are aged over 80 years.  This has implications for access to services and facilities, particularly
healthcare.    Ethnic minorities are significantly under-represented within the District compared to
the national and regional averages. 

4.5 Crime within the Wyre Forest District decreased between April 2001 and March 2006 and is
below the national average.  Within the District, crime is highest in Greenhill ward which includes
Kidderminster Town Centre.  There are fewer crimes in the rural areas of the District than in the urban
areas.

4.6 Wyre Forest has a higher proportion of owner occupied housing than the national average. 
However, house prices are increasing within the District and the average price of terraced and
semi-detached houses is higher than the regional average.  House prices within the District are lower
than the County average.  House prices in Bewdley and the villages to the West of Bewdley are the
highest within the District.

Economic Overview

4.7 Unemployment within the Wyre Forest District was 5.4% in May 2009.  This is higher than the
county level but lower than the regional and national level.  Unemployment in the District is
concentrated in Broadwaters and Oldington and Foley Park where it is 8% and 12.2% respectively. 
Bewdley and the rural areas of the District have the lowest unemployment levels at 2-4%.

4.8 The highest earning households within the District are located in Bewdley and the rural areas
to the East and West of the District.  The lowest income households are in Oldington and FoleyPark
ward. 

4.9 Wyre Forest District has the lowest industrial and office rents within Worcestershire County. 
Manufacturing remains the largest employer within the District providing 25.4% of the total jobs. 
The total number of jobs in Wyre Forest District increased by approximately 1,500 between 2003 and
2004; however, there has been a growing shift towards part-time jobs.  This is also true at county and
regional level, although to a lesser extent. 

4.10 Educational attainment in Wyre Forest District is below both the regional and county average,
with 55.8% of pupils achieving 5 A*-C grades in August 2006/07.  The percentage of residents with a
higher education qualification varies across the District, Oldington and Foley Park ward has the lowest
percentage (6-9%), while Bewdley and Arley and Blakedown and Chaddesley, 21+ % of the population
have a higher education qualification.        

Environmental Overview

4.11 57% of the Wyre Forest District is covered by the West Midlands Green Belt and 45% is
designated as Landscape Protection Area.  All of the land outside the three towns of Kidderminster,
Bewdley and Stourport-on-Severn is protected by one of these designations and the natural
environment is seen as one of the District’s main assets. 

4.12 6% of land within the District is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, the largest
area being that of the Wyre Forest itself.  A variety of habitats are found within the Wyre Forest District,
including broadleaved mixed woodland, natural grassland, acid grassland and heathland.  The District

Wyre Forest District Local Development Framework
Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Report (January 2010)20

Sustainability Objectives, Baseline and Context4



also has a number of Special Wildlife Sites and both National and Local Nature Reserves.   The District
is also home to a number of protected species with most being found along the Rivers Stour and
Severn and in ponds throughout the District.   

4.13 The District West of Kidderminster, including the towns of
Bewdley and Stourport-on-Severn, falls within the Abberley and Malvern
Hills Geopark, an area with geological heritage of international
significance.  There is a rich legacy of mining activities associated with
the area’s carboniferous rocks.

4.14 The District has six Grade I, 29 Grade II* and 852 Grade II Listed
Buildings.  The District also has nine Scheduled Ancient Monuments.  
Arley Arboretum is the only entry within the District on the Register of
Parks and Gardens, however, the Hereford and Worcester Gardens Trust
has identified 31 other landscaped parks and gardens of interest within
Wyre Forest District.  The District has 16 Conservation Areas which cover
approximately 1.6% of the District.  In addition to this, there are also a
large number of records on the Historic Environment Record which
include historic structures and archaeological remains.    

4.15 The three towns within the District all have Rivers flowing through them and therefore, are at
risk of flooding.   There is pressure for further development to take place in areas at risk from flooding,
however, the Environment Agency are consulted on all proposals within the defined flood zones.  
Flood defences have been constructed at Bewdley and at Crossley Park/Puxton Marsh in Kidderminster.  

4.16 The overall volume of residential waste has decreased since 2004/05 from 38,353 tonnes to
37,507 tonnes.  The percentage of this waste which is recycled has increased during the same period
from 24.5% to 28.47%.  Approximately 98.6% (2008/09) of households within the District are currently
served by recycling facilities.

4.17 The District currently has two Air Quality Management Areas, one in Welch Gate, Bewdley and
the other along St.Mary's Ring Road and into the Horsefair, Kidderminster; these are caused by traffic
congestion within the affected areas. There is also a further borderline AQMA in Stourport-on-Severn.

Difficulties in Collecting Data and the Limitations of the Data

4.18 New data which has been collected as part of the SA Report is set out at C 'Baseline Data and
Trends'.  The information presented relates directly to the identified sustainability issues and to the
indicators and is a summary of the baseline statistics set out in the Scoping Report.  Where updated
data is available, this has been used.  There were difficulties collecting data as often, the required data
is not available at the right level.  The SA framework set out within this report will form the basis of
the Monitoring Framework; the indicators have been further developed and refined since the Draft
SA Report due to the difficulties in obtaining data for some of the indicators.  The framework has been
developed jointly with the other five Worcestershire Districts and Worcestershire County Council. 
The framework has been amended to include responses from the SA Scoping consultation, the Initial
SA Report consultation and the Draft SA Report consultation. 

4.19 One of the major problems with developing local indicators is the availability of data at the
local level.  Often, county level is the lowest level at which data is available, some data may be available
at national and regional level but not disaggregated to district level.  In some instances the suggested
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monitoring indicator is not available at present; therefore, monitoring systems will need to be put in
place to collect this data into the future.

Main Social, Environmental and Economic Issues and Problems Identified

4.20 The key sustainability issues are identified in the SA Scoping Report.  They are summarised in
the table below and broken down into social, economic and environmental issues.

Table 4.4 Identified Sustainability Issues

Baseline/Trend DataIDENTIFIED SUSTAINABILITY ISSUE

Social

Concentration of facilities in Greenhill and Broadwaters with few facilities
in Aggborough and Spennells and Oldington and Foley Park (WFDC
Community Facilities Audit June 2009).

Marked variation in the provision of community facilities
between the District's urban wards.

WFDC Adopted Local Plan 2004 and the Retail Update 2005 indicate that
the decline in rural services to the West of the District has been exacerbated
by pressure for residential conversions.

A decline in rural services, particularly to the West of the
District.

The Wyre Forest District Retail Update 2008 demonstrates that a reasonable
spread of local centres and that they serve their resident populations by
providing a range of services.

Importance of safeguarding the District's Local Centres
in order to serve their resident populations.

Largest deficiencies identified in Greenhill, Offmore and Comberton, and
Franche wards (PPG17 Audit, October 2008).

Poor access to play facilities in some urban and rural
wards.

Within the District there is one SOA which falls into the most deprived 20%
nationally for health, this is in Oldington and Foley Park District. Habberley

Variation in levels of health between the District's wards.

and Blakebrook, Oldington and Foley park, Broadwaters, Greenhil and
Offmore and Comberton wards all have at least one SOA within the 20%
most deprived nationally.  The least deprived wards are Rock, Blakedown
and Chaddesley, Wolverley, and Bewdley and Arley where all of the SOAs
are in the 50% least deprived nationally. 

Growth in empty homes within the District 2005-2008.  Currently 4.65%
of homes within the District are empty homes.

Need to bring empty homes within the District back into
use.

Crime in the District has shown fluctuations but has fallen overall since
2001.

The need to reduce crime within the District.

Wyre Forest has the second highest number of drug offences and the third
highest number of alcohol related offences in Worcestershire (WFCSP,
2002-2003).

The need to reduce drug and alcohol misuse within the
District.

District Council car Park data shows that Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn are particularly well-served by public car-parks which
are well-used.

Need to retain and enhance short stay parking facilities
within the town centres.

Economic

15% of households are estimated to be living in fuel poverty in Wyre Forest,
compared to 13.3% across the County.  In the most deprived ward, this

A high concentration of fuel poverty within the District,
particularly in the most deprived ward.

figure is 27.3%, the highest in the County.  (Source: Affordable Warmth for
Worcestershire)

The average house price across the District has risen rapidly in recent years,
however, it is now falling.  The ratio of lower quartile house prices to lower
quartile earnings fell sharply after 2005 but has risen steadily since.

Lack of affordable housing choice across the District.

Unemployment within the District fell between 2000 and 2008 but has
risen sharply since then.  The highest levels of unemployment are within
the urban areas.

Noticeably higher unemployment forming a corridor
between Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

Environmental
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Baseline/Trend DataIDENTIFIED SUSTAINABILITY ISSUE

The District has 211 caravans that are licensed for use 12 months of the
year and in excess of 2750 which are licensed for between 6 and 11 months
of the year.

Need to control the further development of caravan sites
in the District and restrict occupancy of existing caravans.

The District has approximately '380' chalets or 'shacks' constructed pre-1947
legislation.  These are clustered in locations which are unsustainable and

Need to control the further development of existing
chalets within the District and their replacement with
permanent dwellings. would not be considered suitable and would not be considered suitable

for residential development today.

Noise pollution complaints have remained high in the District despite
falling during 07-08.

Need to reduce noise pollution complaints in the District.

Condition of SSSIs has improved since 2005.  A much greater areas of SSSI
land is now unfavourable but recovering, and less is unfavourable but
declining.

The need to improve the condition of SSSI habitats,
particularly marshland and heathland areas.

The 2008 Worcestershire BAP identifies a large number of habitat types
within the District.

The need to conserve and enhance the rich variety of
habitat types within the District.

The 2008 Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan identifies a number of
protected species within the District.

The need to protect the variety of protected species from
adverse development.

The Environment Agency's designated flood zones show that all three of
the District's towns are affected by fluvial flooding from the main rivers. 

Significant residential and urban areas are at risk from
flooding.

The District is also affected by surface water run-off, ground water flooding
and foul water flooding. 

WFDC has declared two Air Quality Management Areas within the District:
Welch Gate, Bewdley and the Horsefair, Kidderminster, the Horsefair AQMA

Declining air quality within the urban areas of the District.

has recently been expanded and incorproates an area which was previously
a borderline AQMA. .  The Wyre Forest Air Quality Strategy also identifies
a borderline AQMAs in Stourport .

The District has 16 conservation areas in both urban and rural areas, 9
SAMs, over 900 individual buildings and structures which are listed, and

To safeguard and enhance the distinctive historic
environment of the District.

local lists for the three towns. A local list for the Parish of Wolverley and
Cookley is currently  being developed.  There is also a significant amount
of heritage outside of these designations, the Historic Environment record
has in excess of 2500 entries for the District including over 50% of which
are un-designated.

There was an increase in horsiculture planning application approvals
between 200o and 2004.  However, the number of approvals has declined
steadily since.

The need to conserve the District's rural landscape from
inappropriate development.

Currently there is very little renewable energy in the District; as a result the
District is heavily reliant upon fossil fuels for its energy requirements (DTI)

Low uptake figures for domestic
micro-generation/renewable energy.

The Housing Stock Condition Survey (2007) shows that 36% of private
dwellings have a SAP rating of less than 50 and 6% have a SAP rating of
less than 30 which is considered to be unacceptably low. 

Need to improve energy efficiency in new and existing
housing stock.

Total CO2 emissions within the District increased from 614 to 619 thousand
tonnes between 2004 and 2006.

Need to reduce CO2 emissions within the District.

The climate of the West Midlands Region is forecast to change significantly
by 2080.  Changes include warmer average temperatures, increased winter
rainfall, decreased winter rainfall and periods of more intense rainfall.

Need to adapt to the present and future changes in
climate that the District is experiencing.

Much of the District's water resources come from ground water abstraction
and there is no scope for further abstraction. 

Need to conserve water resources and use them in a
sustainable way.

The level of waste collected from residential properties across the District
is decreasing and the volume of waste recycled has increased.

Need to reduce the total volume of waste produced and
increase recycling.
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Baseline/Trend DataIDENTIFIED SUSTAINABILITY ISSUE

During 2008/2009 there was an increase in the percentage of residential
developments which were not yet started or under construction on
greenfield

Need to focus new development on brownfield sites to
preserve greenfield land and reduce the need to travel.

There has been an increase in the number of dwellings built at greater
than 50 dph since 2006/07.

Need to develop at densities greater than 30 dph in order
to reduce the need to travel and preserve greenfield land.

The Wyre Forest Schools Review has had an impact on the distance which
some pupils travel to school. 

Potential impact of the Wyre Forest Schools Review on
access to educational facilities and impact on travel
patterns/increased journey times.

Kidderminster is the second busiest rail station in Worcestershire Significant
growth was recorded at both Kidderminster and Blakedown stations
between 1994 and 2007 and this trend has continued into 2008.

Rapidly increasing growth in rail usage at both the
District's rail interchanges.

2001 census data shows that only 2.19% of the District's working population
cycle to work.  WCC cycle counter data shows that there has been a steady

Need to provide safe cycle route networks to increase
cycling levels within the District.

increase in cycling along the Gilgal towpath but cycling levels on Minster
Road have fallen to 2002/03 levels.

WCC statistics show that bus patronage has fallen within the District since
2002.  There is continued downgrading of bus services across the District
in both urban and rural areas.

Importance of safeguarding and enhancing the bus
priority route network and the need to enhance public
transport infrastructure.

The SA Framework, including Objectives, Targets and Indicators

4.21 The SA framework has been developed in partnership with Worcestershire County Council
and the 5 other District Councils within Worcestershire through the County SA working group. 
However, the framework has been modified to reflect issues which are specific to Wyre Forest District. 
The framework was consulted on at the SA Scoping stage and was amended to reflect changes
suggested at this stage.  Further changes were also made as a result of feedback received on the initial
SA Report during the Core Strategy Issues and Options consultation and the Draft SA report during
the Preferred Options consultation.

4.22 The SA framework of decision-making criteria cover the full range of environmental impacts
stipulated by the SEA Directive and Regulations and the broad range of economic and social issues
set out in the ODPM guidance on SA.   The SA Objectives and decision-making criteria are set out
below.

Table 4.5 The Sustainabiltiy Appraisal Framework

IndicatorsDecision-Making CriteriaSA Objective

Improved Health and Well-Being

1. Will it improve access to health facilities across the
District?

1. To improve the
health and well-being

IMD health profiles

Number of developments (applications approved)
which benefit the green infrastructure network.of the population and

reduce inequalities in
health. 2. Will it help to improve quality of life for local residents? Life expectancy

Adult participation in sport (NI8)

1. Will proposals enhance the provision of local services
and facilities?

2. To improve the
quality of and

% of new residential development within 30 minutes
public transport travel time of a GP, Hospital,

accessibility to, Employment, Primary School, Secondary School, Retail
Centre.cultural services and

local services and
facilities.

Loss of community facilities as a result of new
development.
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IndicatorsDecision-Making CriteriaSA Objective

2. Will it contribute to rural service provision across the
District?

% of villages with key facilities, i.e, primary school,
post offices, GP, Pub, village hall, convenience store

3. Will it enhance accessibility to services by public
transport

% of new residential development within 30 minutes
public transport travel time of a GP or hospital.

4. Will it enhance accessibility to the District's
countryside by sustainable modes of transport?

Number of developments (applications approved)
which benefit the green infrastructure network.

1. Will it provide opportunities to increase affordable
housing levels within urban and rural areas of the
District?

3. To provide decent,
affordable housing for
all, of the right type,

Number of affordable housing completions

% of housing completions which are affordable.

tenure and
2. Will it provide affordable access to a range of housing
tenures and sizes?

% of housing completions by size.affordability for local
needs in a clean, safe % of housing completions by tenure.
and pleasant local
environment

Number of additional gypsy/traveller pitches granted
permission.
Number of extra care units completed.

3. Does it seek to provide high quality, well-designed
residential environments?

Number of residential applications refused as a result
of poor quality design.

4. Does it provide opportunities for the construction of
sustainable homes?

% of homes constructed to Code level 4 and above

1. Does it seek to enhance the prospects and quality of
life of disadvantaged communities?

4. To enhance the
quality of life for all

Life expectancy.

residents within the
District? 2. Does it provide fair access to all members of the

community, regardless of social class?
% of new residential development within 30 minutes
public transport travel time of a GP, Hospital,
Employment, Primary School, Secondary School, Retail
Centre.

3. Does it promote opportunities for easy access to the
District's greenspaces?

Number of developments (applications approved)
which benefit the green infrastructure network.

Community Safety

1. Does it offer the opportunity to enhance civic pride?5. Encourage pride
and social

NI3: Those who have participated in a local area.

2. Do proposals offer the opportunity for community
involvement?

responsibility in the
local community and
reduce crime.

Average number of neighbour and statutory
consultation letters sent per planning application.

3. Does it promote the principles of 'Secured by Design'? Number of new developments incorporating 'Secured
by Design' principles.

Better Environment

1. Are opportunities to increase recycling incorporated
into proposals?

6. To minimise the
production of waste
generated.

% of residential apartment and all commercial
developments providing storage for recycling
(permissions granted).

2. Will it reduce household waste? Volume of household waste collected.

Volume of household waste recycled.

1. Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?7. Reduce
contributions to

District per capita CO2 emissions

2. Will it use sustainable construction methods?climate change and
promote energy

% of homes built to Code level 4 or above.

3. Will it encourage opportunities for the production of
renewable energy?

efficiency and
renewable energy.

Number of major new developments incorporating
on-site renewable energy generation.

4. Will it promote greater energy efficiency? Average energy rating of new housing.

1. Will it reduce the need to travel?8. To reduce the need
to travel and move

% of residential development within Kidderminster,
Stourport and Bewdley.

towards more
2. Will it provide opportunities to increase sustainable
modes of travel?

%  of new residential development within 30 minutes
public transport travel time of a GP, Hospital,

sustainable travel
modes.
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IndicatorsDecision-Making CriteriaSA Objective

Employment, Primary School, Secondary School, Retail
Centre.
Number of developments granted permission
providing cycle parking.
Number of developments granted permission which
incorporate travel plans.

3. Does it focus development in existing centres and
make use of existing infrastructure to reduce the need
to travel?

% of residential development within Kidderminster,
Stourport and Bewdley.

1. Will it provide opportunities to reduce the District's
Air Quality Monitoring Areas and other areas of concern?

9. Protect the use of
water, soil and air,

Number of AQMAs and areas of air quality concern
within the District.

whilst maintaining or
2. Will it improve air quality across the District? Number of AQMAs and areas of air quality concern

within the District.
improving their
quality.

3. Will it provide opportunities to improve water quality? % of new developments incorporating SuDS

4. Will it encourage measures to improve water efficiency
in new development, refurbishment and
redevelopment?

% of new developments incorporating rain-water
harvesting/water efficiency measures.

1. Does it protect the floodplain from development?10. Ensure
development does

Number of new residential developments
(permissions granted) located in flood plain (zones 2
and 3).not occur in high-risk

flood prone areas and
2. Does it take account of all types of flooding? Number of planning permissions granted contrary to

EA advice.
does not adversely
contribute to fluvial
flood risks or

3. Does it reduce the risk of flooding in existing
developed areas?

% of new developments incorporating SUDS.contribute to surface
water flooding in all
other areas.

4. Does it promote Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems? % of new developments incorporating SUDS.

1. Will it achieve high quality, sustainable design for
building, spaces and the public realm which is sensitive
to the locality?

11. Protect, enhance
and manage the
character and

Number of applications refused as a result of poor
quality design.

appearance of the
2. Will it enhance the District's Conservation Areas? Number of applications refused in Conservation Areas.landscape and

townscape, Number of planning permissions granted in
Conservation Areas.maintaining and

strengthening local
3. Does this preserve and enhance the historic character
of the landscape and townscape?

Number of new records added to the HER.distinctiveness and
sense of place. Number of Listed Building consents granted.

1. Will it help to safeguard the District's biodiversity and
geodiversity?

12. To conserve and
enhance the District's

Number of applications approved contrary to Natural
England recommendation.

biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Number of applications refused because of their
potential impact on biodiversity/geodiversity.

2. Will it provide opportunities to enhance local
biodiversity/geodiversity in both urban and rural areas?

Condition of SSSIs.

Number of developments (applications approved)
which benefit the green infrastructure network.

3. Will it protect sites designated for nature
conservation?

Change in areas of biodiversity importance.

Proportion of Local Sites where positive conservation
management has been or is being
implemented(NI197)

4. Will it help to achieve targets set out in the Biodiversity
Action Plan?

Achievement of BAP targets.

1. Will it preserve, protect and enhance conservation
areas, listed buildings, archaeological remains, historic

13. Conserve and
enhance the historic

Number of demolition consents (Listed Buildings)

Number of demolition consents (Conservation Areas).
parks and gardens and their settings and other features
and areas of historic and cultural value?

and built
environment through
considerate siting and
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IndicatorsDecision-Making CriteriaSA Objective

2. Will it help safeguard the District's Listed, Locally
Listed and other historic buildings?

design and through
respecting

Number of buildings on the national and local BARs.

architectural, cultural
4. Will it improve and broaden access to and
understanding of, local heritage, historic sites, areas and
buildings?

% of Conservation Areas with Conservation Area
Appraisals completed/updated within the last 5 years.

and archaeological
heritage.

% of Conservation Areas with Management Plans
completed/updated within the last 5 years.

5. Will it help to realise the physical, social, economic
and environmental value of the historic environment in
the regeneration of the District?

Number of derelict buildings brought back into use.

1. Will it safeguard the District's mineral resources?14. Ensure efficient
use of land through

To be developed

2. Will it help to protect the District's agricultural land
from adverse developments?

the safeguarding of
mineral reserves, the
best and most

Amount of best and most versatile agricultural land
lost to built development.

3. Will it preserve the openness of the Green Belt? Number of planning permissions granted in the Green
Belt.

versatile agricultural
land and greenfield
land; and maximise

4. Will it protect and enhance the District's open spaces
of recreational and amenity value?

Number of hectares of open space and
recreational/amenity space lost to development.

the use of previously
developed land.

1. Does it focus development in the town centres of
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn?

15. To promote the
regeneration of

% of new residential completions located in
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn. 2. Does it encourage the re-use of existing buildings and

brownfield sites in Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn?

% of new residential developments located on
brownfield land in Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn.

1. Does it promote development that is adaptable to
and suitable for predicted changes in climate?

16. Mitigate against
the unavoidable

% of new developments incorporating SuDS

negative impacts of
climate change. 2. Does it promote land uses that are suitable for the

predicted changes in the District's climate?
% of new developments incorporating SuDS

1. Does it mitigate against noise pollution?17. Reduce noise and
light pollution.

Number of noise pollution complaints.

2. Does it mitigate against light pollution? Number of light pollution complaints received.

Greater Learning and Prosperity

1. Will it provide opportunities to further develop adult
and community learning facilities within the District?

18. To raise the skills
levels and

% of school leavers with 5 A*-C grades.

% of the District's working age population qualified
to NVQ level 4 or higher.qualifications of the

workforce.

1. Do proposals incorporate consultation with local
communities?

19. To consult
communities in

% of LDF consultations carried out in accordance with
the SCI

accordance with the
2. Are proposals transparent and open to the public? Number of consultation responses received on LDF

documents.
SCI, providing
opportunities to
participate in and

3. Will it offer people the chance to directly affect
decisions in their locality?

Number of consultation responses received on LDF
documents.

contribute to the
decisions that affect
their neighbourhood
and quality of life. 4. Does it promote community engagement? Number of consultation responses received on LDF

documents.

Shared Prosperity

1. Will it help enhance the District's economy?20. Create and
maintain a diverse,

Number of VAT registered businesses within the area.

2. Will it contribute towards rural regeneration?knowledge-driven
economy, ensuring all

Number of VAT registered businesses in rural areas.

3. Will it provide opportunities for businesses to develop
and enhance their competitiveness?

have the benefits,
urban and rural.

De-registrations of VAT registered businesses in the
area. 
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IndicatorsDecision-Making CriteriaSA Objective

4. Will it support sustainable tourism? Number of bed spaces developed (Hotels and Guest
Houses)
Number of tourism related jobs

5. Will it support the shopping hierarchy? New retail development within or on the edge of
primary shopping area (Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn)
Net new retail floorspace completed (sq m)

1. Does it encourage innovative and environmentally
friendly technologies?

21. Promote and
support the

% of employment land developed on brownfield land

Number of B1 completions.
development of new
technologies,
especially those with
high value and low
impact.

4.23 Of the 21 SA Objectives, the majority cover environmental concerns, with the remaining
covering social and economic concerns.  This is reflective of the fact that the majority of the
sustainability issues are environmental in their nature.
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5 Plan Issues and Options

Main Strategic Options and how they were Identified

5.1 At the Issues and Options stage, the District Council sought comments on the draft Core Strategy
objectives and on a number of issues.  At the Revised Issues and Options stage, the issues were further
refined and developed and options were presented for addressing each of the issues.  The options
related to the following 13 key issues:

Retain focus on Kidderminster as the key strategic centre for the District and conserve and enhance
the character and community identity of each town.
Retaining services within the District's rural settlements.
Providing a balanced housing market with a higher proportion of affordable homes across the
District.
Safeguarding and enhancing the District's unique historic character.
Providing opportunities to diversify the local economy.
Addressing increasing traffic congestion within the District's three towns and reducing the need
to travel.
The need to balance regeneration with flood risk and mitigation for climate change.
Safeguarding the District's diverse landscape character and the Green Belt.
Maximising opportunities to safeguard and improve biodiversity within new development.
Providing the environment to offer residents the choice of healthier lifestyles.
Helping local residents feel safe, particularly within the three town centres and some of the most
deprived neighbourhoods.
Improving access to community, cultural, leisure and educational services for all sections of the
community.
Meeting the needs of an ageing population.

5.2 These key issues have now evolved into an overall development strategy and 11 Core Policy
Areas which will deliver the objectives of the Core Strategy.  The options presented in the Revised
Issues and Options Paper and those which have been put forward through consultation responses
have all been considered under a Core Policy Area and tested against the SA framework.  The full
assessment of all of the options can be found at Appendix A of this report.  The Core Policy Areas are
set out below:

Delivering Housing Choice
A Diverse Local Economy
Delivering Strategic Infrastructure to Assist Regeneration
Local Distinctiveness and Regeneration
Managing Travel and Transport Demand and Supporting Sustainable Modes
Delivering Sustainable Development Standards
Addressing Flood Risk through Future Development
Rural development and Countryside Protection
Providing a Green Infrastructure Network and Supporting Local Biodiversity
Promoting Community Well-Being
Historic Environment, Culture and Tourism
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5.3 All of the options considered in developing the Preferred Options for each of the Core Policy
areas have been tested against the SA framework and the results are set out at Appendix A to this
report.

5.4 The Core Policy areas have evolved further as a result of representations received during the
preferred Options consultation.  The Core Policy areas are now set out under five themes, each of the
individual Core Policy areas sets out a Core Policy.  These Core Policies have all been tested against
the SA Framework and the results of this are set out at Appendix A.  The Core Policy areas are set out
below:

A Sustainable Future - Development Strategy:
Development Locations
Kidderminster Local Regeneration Area
Market Towns
Rural Regeneration and Services
Phasing and Implementation

Adapting to and Mitigating Against Climate Change
Delivering Sustainable Development Standards
Water Management
Promoting Transport Choice and Improving Accessibility

A Desirable Place to Live:
Providing Affordable Housing
Delivering Mixed Communities
Provision for Gypsies and Travellers
Delivering Community Wellbeing

A Good Place to do Business:
A Diverse Local Economy
Retail and Commercial Development
Sustainable Tourism
Supporting Transport Infrastructure

A Unique Environment:
Quality Design/Local Distinctiveness
Landscape Character
Providing a Green Infrastructure Network
Providing Opportunities for Local Biodiversity and Geodiversity
Regenerating the Rivers and Canals

Comparison of the Social, Environmental and Economic Effects of the Options

5.5 The options considered for each of the Core Policy Areas were often not mutually exclusive and
could therefore in some instances be combined to achieve a broader policy.  Most of the options
performed well against the SA framework.  The options for the strategic directions for housing and
employment growth were perhaps the most wide ranging and some of the options put forward here
revealed a number of negative sustainaiblity issues.  Generally, it was considered that delivering higher
housing numbers was less sustainable. It should be noted that housing numbers will be determined
by the Regional Spatial Strategy and it may be necessary therefore to re-consider at a later date options
which have been ruled out at this stage.
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5.6 In terms of the Core Policy Areas, the majority of the Preferred Options revealed few or no
potential negative sustainability impacts.  However, the three road-building options which were
considered under delivering strategic infrastructure to aid regeneration all raised a number of negative
sustainability impacts.  The Preferred Option will require a package of mitigation measures to be put
in place to minimise any negative environmental, economic and social impacts. 

5.7 As part of the process of developing the Submission Core Strategy, the mitigation measures
originally set out have been further refined and are set out at  'Proposed Mitigation Measures'.

How Social, Environmental and Economic Issues were Considered in Choosing the Preferred
Options

5.8 The District Council has taken into account the findings of the Initial Sustainability Appraisal
Report and the  subsequent SA testing of those options which were put forward in the Revised Issues
and Options Paper and through consultation responses in defining its Preferred Options. 

5.9 Details of the appraisal of all of the options presented are set out in Appendix A to this report. 
The Core Strategy Preferred Options Report outlines the reasons for the selection of each of the
Preferred Options and provides a summary of the Sustainability Appraisal results for those options
selected and those rejected.  The Sustainability Appraisal of the Preferred Options is set out in greater
detail within Chapter 6 of this report.

5.10 The policies set out within the Publication Core Strategy have been tested against the SA
Framework in order to identify any potential negative impacts arising from changes which have taken
place since the Preferred Options stage.  The results are set out at Appendix A.

Other Options Considered and why these were Rejected, and Proposed Mitigation Measures

5.11 This section provides an overview of the options which were considered and rejected under
each Core Policy Area. The full assessment tables for each Core Policy Area are set out within Appendix
A to this report.  

Development Strategy

DS01

5.12 ''Accommodate a significant element of growth at a specific brownfield strategic site in
Kidderminster on land at Churchfields/Clensmore Street/Stoney Lane''.

Churchfields Site5.13 This option performed well against the SA framework and
was considered to be the most sustainable.  It would help to
regenerate one of the District's most deprived wards and aid the
regeneration of Kidderminster.  The site is also within walking distance
of the town centre and would therefore help to improve accessibility
to services and facilities by non-car modes, thus reducing CO2
emissions.  The scale of the site may make it possible to deliver higher
levels of on-site renewable energy and the site would be able to
deliver a proportion of affordable housing subject to an economic
viability assessment.  This option has not been carried forward through the Core Strategy because of
concerns over the timescale for delivery.  The site will be progressed through the Site Allocations and
Policies DPD.    
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5.14 '' Accommodate an additional 500 dwellings on top of the RSS Preferred Option requirement
of 3,400 dwellings through the inclusion of an allowance for windfall sites''.

5.15 This option would focus on brownfield sites and continue to promote the regeneration of
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.  However, the small of windfall sites means they are less
likely to provide on-site renewable energy and affordable housing provision or contribute towards
infrastructure provision, thus placing pressure on existing services and facilities.  The cumulative
impact of such smaller developments could have a detrimental impact on the townscape. 

5.16 '' Accommodate an additional 1,000 dwellings comprising of 500 dwellings windfall allowance
and 500 dwellings to be accommodated through allocated brownfield sites to continue the
regeneration of key parts of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn and secure additional affordable
housing provision to meet identified needs.  This would require the the switch of some further
employment land to housing but would not require greenfield urban extensions''.

5.17 The comments set out above in relation to windfall sites are relevant to this option.  Additionally,
this option raised concern over the impact that switching additional employment land to residential
use might have on economic diversification within the District.  Additional development may also
lead to pressure to develop sites within the flood plain.  There may also be an increase in noise and
light pollution. 

5.18 ''Accommodate an increased number of dwellings through a limited number of small urban
greenfield sites and as a reserve the Areas of Development Restraint identified in the Adopted Local
Plan''.

5.19 A more dispersed pattern of growth is likely to emerge as a result of this option.  This could
put pressure on existing services and facilities and make access to them more difficult.  This option
may have a detrimental impact on the character of the landscape and townscape and on biodiversity
and geodiversity.  The option would be the least beneficial to town centre regeneration, however, it
could help to deliver greater numbers of affordable housing within the rural areas.

5.20 ''Accommodate higher levels of housing growth through greenfield urban extension including
a review of the adopted Green Belt boundary''.

5.21 This option would have a significant impact on greenfield land, biodiversity and geodiversity. 
It could also lead to pressure to develop greenfield land within the flood zones and would detract
from the regeneration of the town centres.  It could however help to deliver increased levels of
affordable housing.  

5.22 ''Accommodate a much larger number of dwellings by developing sustainable urban extensions,
including Hoo Farm to the South of the town within well defined boundaries''.

5.23 This option could help to deliver increased affordable housing and new community facilities. 
However, it would lead to the loss of best and most versatile agricultural land and could exacerbate
flooding issues through increased run-off.  It would have a detrimental impact on the landscape by
developing an area of Green Belt land which is highly visible from the main road and rail transport
corridors.  It would have a detrimental impact on biodiversity and would undermine the regeneration
of the town centres.

EG01
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5.24 ''Provide new employment areas on the eastern edge of Kidderminster, to the East of Worcester
Road, South of Spennells for business park development''.

5.25 This option would require the release of Green Belt land in a highly visible location.  This would
have a detrimental impact on the landscape, as well as on biodiversity and geodiversity.  It would also
require the loss of best and most versatile agricultural land.  The site is also likely to increase private
car reliance and detract from the regeneration of brownfield sites in more sustainable locations. 
However, the option would assist in supplying a more diverse portfolio of employment land within
the District which would boost the local economy and provide employment opportunities. 

RD01

5.26 No alternative options were considered for the amount and location of retail development
within the District as this is taken directly from the RSS.

OD01

5.27 No alternative options were considered for the amount and location of office development
within the District as this is taken directly from the RSS.

Core Policies

5.28 Core Policy 1: Delivering Housing Choice:
The options put forward under this Core Policy Area were considered in three distinct sections. 

Affordable Housing5.29 Core Policy 1a: Delivering affordable housing:
A number of options relating to the provision of affordable
housing were tested and rejected, including allocating sites
for 100% affordable housing development, setting the
threshold at  which affordable housing is required to 10 units,
restricting the provision of housing in Bewdley to affordable
housing for local needs; and allocating redundant farm
buildings for affordable housing.  The main negative
sustainability implications identified from these options were;
the risk that single-tenure developments might lead to social
problems and have a detrimental impact on regeneration;
the risk that requiring too high a contribution to affordable
housing may lead to sites becoming economically unviable
and developers developing outside the District where
requirements may be lower; the likelihood that new
development in the rural areas will be car dependant; and the need for new development
within Bewdley and the villages to be sensitive to the existing townscape.

5.30 Core Policy 1b: Developing and Catering for the Needs of Mixed Communities:
The options tested and rejected under this area related to densities and the mix of housing
types within developments; also an option was tested to resist the redevelopment of
houses in large grounds to accommodate higher density development.  Other areas
considered were requiring all homes to be built to Lifetime Homes standards and promoting
mixed-use care villages for the elderly.  The main negative sustainability issues associated
with these options were that lower density housing is likely to increase reliance on the
private car and lead to pressure to develop greenfield land, however, very high densities
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may be unable to provide adequate amenity space. Preventing the redevelopment of
houses in large grounds may restrict the supply of affordable housing and does not help
to promote non-car travel modes.   Requiring all new homes to be built to lifetime homes
standards will improve the quality of new development and the quality of life of those
people living there, however, it could impact on the economic viability of developments,
this will need to be considered further through the plan-making process.  The provision
of elderly people's accommodation in the form of mixed-use care villages could have a
detrimental impact on the townscape and could increase noise and light pollution in the
adjacent areas.  This option could provide employment, however, jobs are likely to be
low-skilled. 

5.31 Core Policy 1c: Providing Accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers:
The options put forward for gypsy and traveller provision relate to site specific allocations. 
These options have not been carried forward at this stage, instead, the Core Strategy sets
out a criteria based policy.  The Site Allocations and Policies DPD will further consider
specific locations for gypsy and traveller provision.

5.32 Core Policy 2: A Diverse Local Economy:
A number of the options tested here related to specific sites, these options will be considered further
in the Site Allocations DPD.  Options which were considered and rejected related to focusing new
development in areas accessible by public transport, promoting a more flexible approach to live-work
units within the District's rural areas and only safeguarding existing rural employment sites with a
genuine, viable economic future.  These options generally performed well against the SA framework,
however, only safeguarding those rural employment sites with a genuine, viable economic future
raised some potential negative sustainability issues in relation to increasing car borne commuting as
rural employment opportunities diminish.  It was also considered that promoting a more flexible
approach to live-work units in rural areas could have a detrimental impact on the character of the
landscape, lead to pressure to release greenfield land; and could detract from the regeneration of
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.  

5.33 Core Policy 3: Strategic Infrastructure Provision to Aid Regeneration:
All of the options tested in this Core Policy Area have been carried forward.

5.34 Core Policy 4: Local Distinctiveness and Regeneration:
A number of options were tested in relation to this Core Policy Area.  The options which were considered
and rejected include; seeking contributions from developers to soften the town centre ring road; and
enhancing retail and commercial uses at Crossley Park, Kidderminster.  These options raised some
potential negative impacts.  Enhancing retail and commercial development at Crossley Park would
require the release of greenfield land within the flood plain, would have a detrimental impact on
biodiversity; and could have a detrimental impact on the landscape and townscape of Kidderminster. 
This option would be detrimental to the regeneration of Kidderminster Town Centre and is likely to
increase car journeys and CO2 emissions.  Requiring contributions from developers to soften the
ring-road raised no negative sustainability issues, however, this will need to be considered as part of
a package of S106 measures to be negotiated on a site-by-site basis.  Directing retail development at
Kidderminster Town Centre has not been carried forward within the Core Strategy as this is set out
within the RSS. 
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Cycle Link5.35 Core Policy 5: Managing Travel Demand and Promoting
Sustainable Modes:
The options tested under this Core Policy heading and not carried
forward include; encouraging higher densities where access to
public transport is good(although it should be noted that the
housing preferred option includes achieving higher densities within
the town centres where public transport access is good); support
and progressing traffic management proposals at Welch Gate,
Bewdley and Horsefair, Kidderminster; requiring developments
located near to an AQMA to provide transport infrastructure and
travel plans; providing park and ride facilities for the three towns;
continuing to safeguard the Stourport-on-Severn - Hartlebury rail
line;  and the possibility of connecting the British Sugar site to the
national railway network via the Severn Valley Railway.  Although
the options relating to rail services would reduce car use and
reduce CO2 emissions, thus helping to tackle climate change, they
are not considered to be deliverable within the Core Strategy
period.  Traffic management scheme proposals at Welch Gate, Bewdley and Horsefair, Kidderminster
would improve traffic flow, thus reducing emissions and improving air quality.  This option would
also aid regeneration. Requiring major new developments located close to AQMAs to provide transport
infrastructure and robust travel plans would reduce congestion and reduce CO2 emissions, helping
to tackle climate change.  Transport infrastructure will be negotiated on a site-by-site basis and all
major developments likely to have an impact on the transport network will be required to submit a
travel plan.  Identifying sites for park and ride facilities was considered to have a potentially negative
impact on the landscape and townscape and would increase accessibility to the town centres, however,
it may move congestion and air quality problems rather than resolve them.      Providing systematic
bus priority measures along the Stourport Road Employment Corridor would reduce congestion and
emissions, improve air quality, improve accessibility and could help to make the District more attractive
to inward investment.  However, this is not considered to be deliverable within the plan period.

5.36 Core Policy 6: Delivering Sustainable Development Standards:
The options under this Core Policy Area were considered in two sections; energy conservation and
generation; and waste minimisation.  In terms of energy conservation and generation, the options
considered and rejected at this stage were; setting a carbon reduction target for new development;
setting out a timetable to achieve Code for Sustainable Homes level 6 ahead of the national timetable;
using canal water for heating and cooling; and generating renewable energy from the River Severn. 
A carbon reduction target would reduce CO2 emissions and help to address climate change however,
it was decided that a renewable energy target should be included within the Core Strategy instead
of a carbon reduction target.  Implementing the Code for Sustainable Homes ahead of the national
timetable was considered to be the most sustainable option, however, delivery of this could not be
guaranteed. However, the voluntary implementation of the Code for Sustainable Homes ahead of
the national timetable will be supported and encouraged and particular consideration should be
given to the potential of the larger development sites to use economies of scale to deliver higher
standards.  Using canal water for heating and cooling raised some negative implications including a
potential negative impact on biodiversity, water quality and flooding.  These issues would need to
be addressed on a site-by-site basis.  The policy is also considered to be too prescriptive for a Core
Strategy and has therefore not been carried forward.  Generating renewable energy from the River
Severn raises uncertainties regarding its impact on flood-risk, biodiversity and water quality, as well
as the landscape which could change quite significantly as a result of this proposal being implemented. 
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This is  a large scale project for which delivery can not be guaranteed within the plan period, therefore,
this has not been carried forward into the Preferred Options.

5.37 In terms of waste minimisation, requiring new development proposals to use on-site or locally
sourced materials performed well against the SA framework, however, this was considered to be too
restrictive for inclusion within the Core Strategy.  However, this will still be encouraged where viable.

5.38 Core Policy 7: Addressing Flood Risk through Future Development:
In terms of flood risk, two options were considered and not carried forward, these were; requiring
developer contributions from new developments within the flood plain towards flood alleviation and
protection schemes; and identifying locations for the restoration of the functional flood plain.  Requiring
developer contributions from developments within the flood zones raised concern as the SA objective
seeks to prevent development within the flood plains and this option would potentially encourage
new development in the flood plain and could also have a detrimental impact on biodiversity. 
Identifying locations for restoring the functional flood plain performed well against the SA framework
and did not identify any potential negative sustainability impacts.   

5.39 Core Policy 8: Rural Development and Countryside Protection:
Only one of the policy options tested against the SA framework for this Core Policy Area was not
carried forward.  This was to continue to protect discrete areas via local landscape designations.  This
policy option performed well against the SA framework with the only potential negative issues
identified being that it could restrict opportunities for the development of renewable energy.  However,
this policy option is in conflict with national planning policy and as such has not been carried forward. 

5.40 Core Policy 9: Providing a Green Infrastructure Network and Supporting Local Biodiversity:
All of the options tested under this Core Policy Area have been carried forward into the Preferred
Option. 

5.41 Core Policy 10: Promoting Community Well-being:
The options for this Core Policy Area were tested within a number of sub-sections.  In terms of accessing
community, cultural and leisure facilities, only one option was rejected at this stage.  This was promoting
the development of hubs where residents can access a range of facilities.  Although this performed
well against the SA framework, raising no negative sustainaiblity impacts, it was decided not to carry
forward the options to safeguard existing facilities and maximise their use.

Kidderminster College5.42 In terms of retaining services within the rural areas,
the options which were rejected were; allocating sites for
live-work units within the larger villages; and allocating
sites for mixed use development within the larger villages. 
These options both identified some negative sustainability
impacts, including the potential impact on the
regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn
and the potential impact on the landscape.

5.43 In terms of education and learning, enhancing the
role of Kidderminster College and links with Worcester or
Wolverhampton University has not been carried forward
at this stage.  Although this option performed well against the SA framework, identifying no negative
impacts, it is considered to be too specific to carry forward through the Core Strategy.
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5.44 In terms of providing health care facilities and linking with the health agenda, three options
were not carried forward at this stage.  The option to work with the Primary Care Trust to increase the
capacity of existing health facilities would improve access to health care and raised no negative
sustainability implications.  Providing better walking and cycling facilities as integral parts of new
development to encourage sustainable travel would help to improve health and accessibility to
services and facilities.  However, this has not been carried forward at this stage as it is addressed under
the sustainable transport Core Policy Area.  Incorporating Home Zones into new developments also
raised no potential negative sustainability issues, however, this has not been carried forward at this
stage.

5.45 Core Policy 11: Historic Environment, Culture and Tourism:
Four policy options have been tested and rejected under this Core Policy Area.  They are; identifying
suitable sites for budget hotel development outside the town centre; developing a series of outdoor
leisure activities which are based on the District's natural assets which are well connected by public
transport; improving sustainable transport links between Kidderminster Town Centre, the Safari Park
and the Severn Valley Railway; and restoring navigation to the River Severn throughout the District. 
Identifying locations outside of Kidderminster Town Centre for budget hotel accommodation performed
poorly against the SA framework as it is likely to increase car travel and increase CO2 emissions.  It
could also reduce air quality, create pressure to release greenfield land for development,  impact on
the landscape/townscape of the District and undermine the regeneration of Kidderminster.  Improving
sustainable transport links between Kidderminster, the Severn Valley Railway and the Safari Park
performed well against the SA framework.  Pedestrian links between the Severn Valley Railway and
the town centre will be improved through the KCAAP, however, the element considering using the
Severn Valley Railway line to provide sustainable transport to the Safari Park can not be carried forward
at this time due to uncertainties around its delivery.  Restoring navigation to the River Severn raised
a number of sustainability issues including uncertainty over impacts on water quality, flooding, and
biodiversity and the impact that the proposal would have on the landscape.   Therefore, this option
has not been carried forward at this stage.
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6 Plan Policies

Introduction

6.1 This chapter presents the findings of the SA of the preferred approaches to be taken forward. 
The Preferred Options have been developed as a result of consultation on the Revised Issues and
Options Paper and as a result of the Sustainability Appraisal of all of the options put forward for
consideration. 

6.2 This main report provides a summary of the findings of the Sustainability Appraisal.  The full
appraisal tables can be found at Appendix A to this report.  The summary includes an overview of the
potential sustainability impacts of each option in relation to each of the 21 sustainabiltiy criteria set
out in the SA framework and details of the mitigation measures proposed to address any negative
sustainability impacts.  The summaries are presented by Core Policy Area.

6.3 Each Option is tested against each of the sustainability criteria and the result is represented by
a symbol which shows the forecast impact of the option (positive/neutral/negative)  The symbols and
their meanings are set out in the table below.

6.4 The Publication Core Strategy policies have also been tested against the SA Framework and
the results of this are set out later in this chapter.

Table 6.1 Sustainability Appraisal Scoring Criteria

Likely Effect Against the SA ObjectiveSymbol

Significant contribution to the achievement of sustainaiblity objectives likely++

Contribution to achievement of sustainability objectives likely+

Significant conflict to achievement of sustainability objectives likelyXX

Conflict to achievement of sustainability objectives likely.X

Neutral effect likely0

Unpredictable effect but likely to be positive+?

Unpredictable effect but likely to be negativeX?

Significant Social, Environmental and Economic Effects of the Preferred Policies

Preferred Strategic Objectives

6.5 The Core Strategy proposes 12 Spatial Objectives to assist in achieving the Spatial Vision. The
objectives have been tested against the SA framework in order to identify any potential areas of
conflict.  The full results are set out at Appendix A to this report.  Generally the spatial objectives were
considered to be working towards the sustainability objectives, with most spatial objectives having
either a neutral impact on or making a positive contribution towards the sustainability objectives. 

6.6 The following possible adverse impacts were identified when testing the Preferred Spatial
Objectives against the SA framework:

New development may put a strain on water resources and reduce air quality.  Appropriate
mitigation measures will need to be identified for individual developments where necessary but
could include rain-water harvesting and the use of renewable energy.
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New development may contribute to increased flood risk.  The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
will need to be carefully considered when setting the strategic policy relating to flooding and
when allocating sites for development.
New development could increase noise and light pollution.  Appropriate mitigation measures
will need to be identified for each development as necessary.
Focusing new development on brownfield sites could have a detrimental impact on biodiversity,
this will need to be considered on a site-by-site basis.
New development could increase waste, this will need to be managed in accordance with the
waste hierarchy.
Focusing new development within Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn could lead to pressure
to develop flood plains within the town centres.  The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment will need
to be carefully considered in the site allocations process.
Allowing new development within villages could impact on their character.  Careful, high-quality
design will be required in order to minimise impact.

Development Strategy

6.7 The overall development strategy sets out the direction of growth for housing, employment
land, retail development and office development.  A number of options have been tested for housing
and employment land and the Preferred Option has been selected based on the Sustainability Appraisal
and the merging RSS.  For retail and office growth, the figures set out within the emerging RSS are
clearer and therefore, the Preferred Option is taken from the RSS and is the only option which has
been tested against the SA framework.  The SA results for each of the Preferred Options for the overall
development strategy are set out below:

Former British Sugar Site6.8 DS01
This policy sets out the amount of residential development
to be accommodated within the District during the plan
period and the broad locations where this development
will be focused.  The negative sustainability impacts
identified include the possibility that increasing the
number of homes within the District will lead to an
increased volume of waste being produced within the
District and the need to manage this in accordance with
the waste hierarchy.   The fact that focusing development
in Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn could lead to
pressure to develop flood plains within the towns or could
exacerbate flood risk through increasing run-off.  Close
attention will need to be paid to the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and the Core Strategy will set
out strategic policy on managing flood risk.  By focusing development on brownfield sites, there is a
possibility that biodiversity could be impacted.  In order to prevent this, appropriate biodiversity
surveys will be carried out on sites during the site allocations process.   It is considered that higher
density new development could increase noise pollution complaints and high-quality design will be
necessary in order to prevent this.  Overall, it is felt that the possible adverse effects of this policy can
be mitigated through the measures set out above.

6.9 EG01
This policy sets out the broad location where employment development will be focused during the
plan period.  This option also sets British Sugar Phase Two as a reserve site should it be necessary to
accommodate additional employment growth in accordance with the Employment Land Study.  It is
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considered that this option could increase noise, light and air pollution along the Stourport Road, as
this is where employment development will be focused.  This will need to be mitigated at individual
development level.  Focusing employment opportunities within Kidderminster Town Centre could
lead to pressure on the historic environment.  Careful consideration will need to be paid to both
Nationally and Locally Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas when allocating sites for development. 
However, this option also has a number of positive sustainability impacts which are considered to
outweigh the negative impacts.

6.10 RD01
This policy sets out the broad locations for retail development during the plan period. The Preferred
Option will improve access to retail facilities within the District, will enhance the quality of life, could
help reduce CO2 emissions by reducing the need to travel and will help to reduce pressure on greenfield
land by re-using brownfield sites.  The potential negative impacts are the possibility that increased
development within Kidderminster could exacerbate flooding issues, this would be particularly relevant
to any development located along the River Stour corridor.  Development along the River and Cabal
corridors could also have a detrimental impact on biodiversity.  Development within the town centre
could place pressure on the historic environment, although Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas
benefit from statutory protection, there are a number of locally listed buildings within the town centre
which have more limited protection.  Possible mitigation measures include the careful siting and
design of buildings to ensure that they do not increase flood risk, the use of permeable surfaces
throughout the town centre so that run-off is not increased and the use of flood defences where this
is considered appropriate.  Impacts on biodiversity can be mitigated against by undertaking biodiversity
surveys to identify species and ensuring that provision is made for them within the new development. 
In terms of the historic environment, mitigation measures could include converting existing buildings
where appropriate and ensuring that new development is sensitively designed to fit within its historic
context.  Further details on the exact location of new retail provision will be set out within the KCAAP,
this will be supported by a more detailed Sustainability Appraisal. 

6.11 OD01
This policy sets out broad locations for office development over the plan period.   The Preferred Option
will help to improve quality of life and community pride, will reduce the need to travel, reduce reliance
on the private car, reduce pressure on greenfield sites and enhance the economy.  The potential
negative impacts identified are the possibility that additional development within Kidderminster
Town Centre could exacerbate flooding issues and impact on biodiversity and the historic environment. 
The issues raised here are similar to those identified for policy OD01 above and therefore, the same
potential negative impacts and possible mitigation measures should be applied.

Core Policies

6.12 Core Policy 1: Delivering Housing Choice:
This policy sets out the type of housing which is considered to be appropriate within the District,
including the size, density and mix of housing required and the levels of affordable housing which
will be sought across the District. This Core Policy Area is made up of three components covering
provision of affordable housing; developing and catering for the needs of mixed communities; and
providing accommodation for gypsies and travellers. 

6.13 Core Policy 1a: Delivering Affordable Housing:  The Preferred Option seeks to
increase affordable housing provision to 40% and to decrease the threshold at which
affordable housing is required to 10 units in Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn and
to 5 units in Bewdley and the rural areas.  Developments falling below the threshold will
be required to make a financial contribution.  Some small sites will be allocated for 100%
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affordable housing through the Site Allocations and Policies DPD.  The Preferred Options
represent a combination of options put forward at the Issues and Options stage.  The
Preferred Option performs well against the SA framework as it will increase affordable
housing  provision across the District, including within Bewdley and the rural areas.  In
response to concerns raised over possible difficulties in delivering development on
brownfield sites due to potential impacts on economic viability, a full economic viability
assessment will be carried out in order to support this policy.   In terms of allocating sites
for 100% affordable housing, it is recognised that single tenure estates can experience
social problems, therefore, any such sites will be limited to a maximum of 30 dwellings. 
Affordable housing in rural areas of the District may be car dependant and will also need
to be carefully designed in order not to have a detrimental impact on the sensitive village
townscapes.   

Waterside Grange, Kidderminster

6.14 Core Policy 1b: Developing and Catering for theNeeds of Mixed Communities:
The Preferred Option seeks to achieve higher
density housing within the town centres, whilst still
providing adequate amenity space.  The options
carried forward perform well against the SA
framework.  The potential negative impacts which
were raised are that allocating sites for specialist
elderly accommodation may have a detrimental
impact on the character of the townscape and may
increase noise and light pollution within the
immediate vicinity and that requiring a proportion
of homes to be built to lifetime homes standards
may result in developers looking outside the District if requirements are not comparable. 
The issues relating to townscape and noise and light pollution can be overcome by
high-quality design.

6.15 Core Policy 1c: Providing Accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers:  The
options set out at Issues and Options stage relate to the possible future locations of gypsy
and traveller accommodation.  This will be dealt with through the Site Allocations and
Policies DPD and therefore, none  of the options set out have been carried forward at this
stage.  The Core Strategy sets out detailed criteria which will be used to allocate sites and
to determine applications coming through the development control process.  The criteria
aim to provide sustainable sites which are close to services, facilities and local schools and
have safe pedestrian access to reduce car travel.  The criteria also seek to preserve the
landscape of the District by directing sites away from the Green Belt and areas where such
sites would not be capable of being integrated within the landscape character.  The criteria
have been appraised against the SA framework and have raised potential negative
sustainability issues regarding the location of sites within the Green Belt, however, this
will only be permitted where very spacial circumstances can be demonstrated, and the
potential for the use of sites for travelling showpeople to generate noise and light pollution
as sites are used to service and repair equipment.  The  Site Allocations and Policies DPD
will allocate specific sites for the accommodation of gypsy, traveller and travelling
showpeople.  This will consider the sustainability impacts on a site-by-site basis.

6.16 Core Policy 2: Delivering Employment Opportunities:
This policy will seek to maintain a wide portfolio of employment land within the District.  The Preferred
Option is a combination some of those options which were set out at the issues and options stage. 
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The SA of the overall approach is set out under policy EG01 and therefore is not repeated here.  The
additional options relate mainly to rural employment and to promoting the development of business
starter units within the three towns.  Rural employment land will be provided through the intensification
and upgrading of rural employment sites as identified in the Employment Land Review and through
the conversion of redundant agricultural buildings to workspaces where this relates well to the role
of the existing settlement.  Both of the options are likely to reduce the need to travel and could increase
the skills base within the rural areas.  They may also allow the development of specific technologies
by providing small scale business units.  However, the approach could detract from the regeneration
of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn and could have a negative impact on the landscape and
townscape of rural areas.  However, small-scale development should not be detrimental to the
regeneration of Stourport-on-Severn and Kidderminster and landscape character issues can be
addressed through high-quality design and by using the landscape character assessment work to
identify the most appropriate sites for any development.  The promotion of small start-up units within
the three towns performed well against the SA framework, however, it did raise some negative issues
in relation to its potential to put pressure on the townscape of these areas and also the potential
pressure that this could put on the flood plain.  These issues can be overcome at the design stage.    

6.17 Core Policy 3: Strategic Infrastructure Provision:
This policy sets out the strategic infrastructure projects which will be delivered during the plan period
to aid the regeneration of the District.  The Preferred Option set out is to seek contributions from
developers towards the implementation of the Stourport Relief Road and to progress the feasibility
work relating to the road with a view to implementing the Stourport Relief Road towards the end of
the plan period.   The Preferred Options also includes addressing the provision of a new link road as
part of the regeneration of the Horsefair area within Kidderminster.  Both elements of the Preferred
Option have identified a number of significant negative sustainability impacts.  It is considered that
both elements would aid accessibility by reducing congestion, strengthen the economy and aid the
regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.  However, both options would encourage
people to drive as congestion is reduced; lead to increased carbon emissions; have a potentially
negative impact on air quality, biodiversity and noise and light pollution; and in the case of the
Stourport Relief Road, require the use of greenfield land.  Although the appraisal has identified some
positive impacts associated with this policy, a  comprehensive package of mitigation measures will
be needed to address the negative impacts associated with progressing this policy. An Environmental
Impact Assessment will need to be carried out for the road scheme and this will provide more detailed
information on its exact impacts the mitigation measures required.  The mitigation measures set out
should address the issues identified through this SA Report.

6.18 Core Policy 4: Local Distinctiveness and Regeneration:
This policy sets out the preferred approach for retaining the character and local distinctiveness of the
District and therefore relates mainly to design issues and the regeneration of Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn.  It is considered that enhancing the role of Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley
may increase their risk of flooding, also, developing adjacent to watercourses may increase flooding
risk and have a detrimental impact on biodiversity. Of the options which have been carried forward
to address community safety, incorporating Designing out Crime standards raises a number of 
potential negative impacts including; conflict with the existing townscape; reduced potential to
increase tree cover and vegetation which could also have a negative impact on biodiversity; increased
light pollution; and the potential for the principles to be incompatible with designing to adapt to and
mitigate against climate change however, these effects are unlikely to be significant and can be
overcome by promoting design and layout which is mutually complementary to, and supports, all of
these aspects.  Promoting a wider range of activities within the town centre could also increase noise
and light pollution.
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Cyclist using Route 456.19 Core Policy 5: Managing Travel Demand and
Promoting Sustainable Modes:This policy sets out how
travel demand will be managed during the plan period and
the measures which will be taken to move towards a
sustainable transport network.  The Preferred Option is to
require new developments to contribute to providing an
integrated sustainable transport network and improved
walking and cycling facilities within the District; and to require
new developments which will have a significant impact on
the transport network to produce a travel plan. Maximum
parking standards will be set out within the Site Allocations
and Policies DPD and the KCAAP DPD.  Further, more detailed transport policies will be set out within
the KCAAP DPD.  The options carried forward will enhance accessibility to services and facilities; will
encourage people to walk, cycle and travel by public transport; would reduce carbon emissions and
improve air quality; and would improve the attractiveness of the town centres. No potential negative
impacts have been identified in relation to the preferred options.        

Bewdley's Flood Defences6.20 Core Policy 6: Delivering Sustainable
Development Standards:
This policy sets out the requirements that developments
will be expected to meet in terms of energy efficiency,
renewable energy and other elements of sustainable
design.  The Preferred Option covers a number of areas
relating to sustainable design including rainwater
harvesting, grey water recycling, recycling of waste,
encouraging the use of locally sourced raw materials,
energy conservation, renewable energy requirements
and supporting free-standing renewable energy
developments.  The Preferred Option relating to waste
will reduce the volume of waste going to landfill and
increase recycling rates. There are no potential negative impacts associated with this element of the
Preferred Option.  In terms of renewable energy, both of the elements taken forward could have a
detrimental impact on the landscape and townscape of the District, however, they would lead to
reduction in carbon emissions and  could help to develop small-scale business opportunities. 
Encouraging developers to build to higher environmental standards, as set out within the Code for
Sustainable Homes and BREEAM would have a number of positive sustainability impacts with
no Identified potential negative sustainability impacts.           

6.21 Core Policy 7: Addressing Flood Risk through Future Development:
This policy sets out how development within the District must incorporate measures to address climate
change, both by reducing the District's contribution to climate change and mitigating against the
already inevitable impacts.  The policy also sets out the flood reduction measures which developers
will be required to incorporate.    Incorporating SUDS  into all new developments will have positive
implications for both flooding and biodiversity.

6.22 Core Policy 8: Rural Development and Countryside Protection:
This policy sets out how the rural landscape of the District will be safeguarded.  A detailed SPD on
landscape character will be produced to guide development within the District's rural areas.  The
Worcestershire County Landscape Character Assessment will be used as a basis for developing a
detailed criteria based policy to determine applications within the District's countryside.  The appraisal
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of these two options raised one potential negative impact, both of the options may restrict the
development of renewable energy opportunities within the District.  However, both options identified
a number of positive impacts including; safeguarding access to greenspace and open countryside;
safeguarding the landscape character of the District; conserving and enhancing biodiversity and
geodiversity; aiding the regeneration of the town centres and helping to mitigate against climate
change.

6.23 Core Policy 9: Providing a Green Infrastructure Network and Supporting Local Biodiversity:
This policy sets out the approach to creating a comprehensive network of green infrastructure and
maintaining and enhancing biodiversity across the District.   All of the options put forward here have
been carried forward to produce the Preferred Option.  The options generally perform well against
the SA framework and identified positive impacts include; improved access to green space;
safeguarding the landscape; increasing community pride and helping to mitigate against climate
change and adapt to its inevitable impacts.  The potential negative issues identified were; the possibility
that demand for greenspaces to be lit could increase which would lead to an increase in light pollution;
and the potential for an increase in allotment provision to have a detrimental impact on the landscape
character of the District.  However these are not considered to be significant issues and it is felt that
they can be managed by selecting appropriate sites and managing the lighting of open spaces. The
policy should be broadened to give reference to specific biodiversity considerations within the District
and should acknowledge the presence of SACs within the region.

6.24 Core Policy 10: Promoting Community Well-being and Confidence:
This policy sets out the approach to providing for sustainable communities within the District and is
primarily based upon setting out the developer contributions required.    Seeking planning
contributions towards a range of facilities identified a number of positive impacts including improving
access to services and facilities; and  improved quality of life, however, it may jeopardise the
deliverability of affordable housing .  Supporting the shared use of buildings also performed favourably
against the SA framework as this improves access to services and facilities; and reduces the demand
for additional buildings which could help to safeguard greenfield land.  In terms of negative impacts,
it was identified that requiring developer contributions for community infrastructure could jeopardise
the achievement of affordable housing targets and it is therefore necessary to strike a balance. 
However, the policy is a basis for negotiation and developer contributions will be negotiated on a
site-by-site basis.

The Rose Theatre, Kiddermnister

6.25 Core Policy 11: Historic Environment, Culture and Tourism:
This policy sets out proposals for managing the tourist economy
in a sustainable manner and safeguarding the District's heritage
to continue to attract tourists into the future.  The Preferred
Option set out incorporates a number of the options put forward. 
Only one potential negative impact was identified from those
taken forward, providing a greater range of cultural facilities
within the villages will reduce the need for people to travel to
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn to access such facilities
and this may detract from their regeneration.  However, facilities
provided within the villages will be small scale and this is not
considered to be a threat to regeneration within the town centres.  Also, reducing the need to travel
is a significant consideration in terms of sustainability.  Promoting a cultural quarter within
Kiddermnister to help develop the evening economy could lead to increased noise and light pollution
within the town centre.  Despite the policy not raising any negative implications with regard to the
historic environment, the policy is considered to be weak with regards to protecting the full range of

Wyre Forest District Local Development Framework
Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Report (January 2010)44

Plan Policies6



historic environment features within the District and the policy should be broadened to ensure that
both features with and without statutory protection are safeguarded.  The Preferred Option has a
number of positive impacts, including; improving access to services and facilities; strengthening the
economy and promoting the regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn. 

Significant Social, Economic and Environmental Effects of the Submission Policies

6.26 The Preferred Options Paper set out 12 development objectives for the Core Strategy.  These
objectives have not changed significantly, however, an additional objective has been added which
covers the historic environment.  This objective has been tested against the SA framework at Appendix
A.  This objective has raised no potential negative impacts and has raised a number of positive impacts
including safeguarding and enhancing the landscape and townscape of the District, providing
opportunities to recycle buildings which will enhance sense of place, potentially reduce waste and
reduce contributions to climate change and help to safeguard greenfield land.

6.27 The Core Strategy sets out a Development Strategy for the District up until 2026.  This contains
five Development Strategy policies which have been tested against the SA framework at Appendix
A.  This is followed by 17 Core Policies which will implement the Development Strategy.  The main
impacts identified from these policies are set out below.

DS01: Development Locations

6.28 This policy raised a potential negative impact in relation to flooding.  The policy looks to locate
development within Kidderminster town centre which has historically experienced problems with
flooding.  The exact location of development will need to be considered in more detail through the
Site Allocations and Policies and KCAAP DPDs.  The Core Strategy also sets out a strategic policy on
flooding and any site allocations will need to be in accordance with this.  The policy has a number of
potential positive impacts which include; improving access to facilities and housing; reducing the
need to travel; reducing pressure on greenfield land and supporting rural economies.

DS02: Kidderminster Regeneration Area

6.29 This policy has also raised a potential negative impact in relation to flooding and the information
set out under DS01 applies equally here.  The policy has raised a number of positive impacts including;
improving access to housing and services; improving quality of life; reducing the need to travel;
reducing pressure to release greenfield land; and enhancing the District's economy.

DS03: Market Towns

6.30 The policy identifies a number of areas where the policy effects are difficult to identify.  The
impact on flooding, the historic environment, and noise and light pollution will need to be given
further consideration at the site allocations stage and through the development control process.  
The policy has highlighted a number of positive impacts which include; improving access to services,
facilities and housing; improving quality of life; reducing crime and anti-social behaviour; reducing
the need to travel and thus improving air quality; reducing pressure on greenfield land and improving
the District's economy.

DS04: Rural Regeneration  

6.31 No negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy.  The positive impacts
include; increasing access to services and facilities; increasing the supply of housing, particularly
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affordable housing; increasing quality of life and reducing crime and anti-social behaviour; reducing
the need to travel thus improving air quality; and supporting the rural economy.

DS05: Phasing and Implementation

6.32 This policy will ensure that new homes are delivered within the District and therefore, improve
quality of life.  New development will be required to meet higher environmental standards and
incorporate on-site renewable energy and therefore, this policy will help to reduce CO2 emissions
within the District.

Core Policy 1: Delivering Sustainable Construction Standards

6.33 No potential negative impacts have been identified is relation to this policy.  The positive
impacts identified are reducing waste, increasing energy efficiency and increasing the use of renewable
energy; mitigating against climate change and potentially generating a market for new technologies,
thus boosting this area of the economy.

Core Policy 2: Managing Water

6.34 No potential negative impacts were identified for this policy.  The potential positive impacts
which were identified include; reducing flood-risk, increasing quality of life; and the potential of SUDS
schemes to increase water quality and biodiversity.

Core Policy 3: Promoting Transport Choice and Improving Accessibility

6.35 No potential negative impacts have been identified for this policy.  The positive impacts
include; improving accessibility and reducing the need to travel, improving air quality and reducing
contributions to climate change.

Core Policy 4: Providing Affordable Housing

6.36 No potential negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy.  The positive
impacts identified include increased access to affordable housing; increased quality of life; and aiding
the regeneration of Kiddermnister and Stourport-on-Severn.

Core Policy 5: Delivering Mixed Communities

6.37 This policy raises some potential concerns regarding the impact of higher density development
on the landscape, townscape, and historic character of the District and also its impact on the availability
of private outdoor space within developments.  Also, higher density development may cause increased
noise and light pollution.  The positive impacts associated with this policy include; providing housing
specific to the needs of older people; increasing access to services and facilities; improving quality of
life; reducing the need to travel; reducing pressure to release greenfield land and aiding the
regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

Core Policy 6: Providing Accommodation for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople

6.38 This policy raised one negative issue in relation to the possible detrimental impact of sites on
the landscape and townscape of the District.  However, this would be mitigated by locating sites
within existing built-up areas rather than in open countryside.  The positive impacts identified include;
increasing access to housing,  services and facilities for a particular group of the population; and
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reducing the need to travel by setting out a sequential approach to site location which favours more
accessible locations and brownfield sites.

Core Policy 7: Delivering Community Wellbeing

6.39  No potential negative impacts were identified in relation to this policy.  Positive impacts
identified include; increasing access to services and facilities; increasing the supply of affordable
housing; improving community safety; delivering improvements to biodiversity and geodiversity;
and increasing access to education within the District.

Core Policy 8: A Diverse Local Economy

6.40 This policy has raised two issues which will require further consideration at site allocations
and planning application stage. The impact of new development on flooding will need to be considered
through the site allocations process and the impact of new development on the landscape and
townscape will need to be given detailed consideration at planning application stage.  A number of
positive impacts have been identified in relation to this policy, including; improving quality of life by
enhancing employment opportunities; reducing the need to travel by focussing employment in
accessible locations, this will also have a positive impact on air quality within the District; The policy
will also prioritise brownfield sites for employment development, thus reducing pressure on greenfield
land and will enhance the District's economy.     

Core Policy 9: Retail and Commercial Development

6.41 The potential negative impacts that have been identified in relation to this policy are the
impact of new development in Kidderminster town centre on flooding and the potential for new
development in the town centre to generate noise and light pollution.  These will need to be considered
at the site allocations and design stages.  The policy has also identified a number of positive impacts
including; enhancing the economy; providing employment and training opportunities; reducing the
need to travel to access retail facilities and employment opportunities; and improving air quality as
a result of reduced need to travel.       

Core Policy 10: Sustainable Tourism

6.42 The potential negative impacts that have been identified in relation to this policy are the
impact of new development in Kidderminster town centre on flooding and the potential for new
development in the town centre to generate noise and light pollution.  These will need to be considered
at the site allocations and design stages.  The positive impacts identified include reducing the need
to travel by focussing tourist accommodation in Kidderminster and enhancing sustainable transport
links to attractions; increasing the range of jobs on offer within the District; and enhancing the
economy. 

Core Policy 11: Strategic Transport Infrastructure

6.43 This policy identified a number of negative impacts including increasing car dependence by
providing additional road capacity; the potential detrimental impact of new roads on the landscape
and on biodiversity, as well as the need to release greenfield land for both Stourport Relief Road;  and
increased noise and light pollution within the road corridor.  The policy also identified a number of
positive benefits including increasing access to facilities, including health facilities; reducing congestion,
although this is likely to be short-term, improving air quality as traffic is able to flow better; supporting
sustainable transport by supporting the deliver of a replacement rail station at Kidderminster station;
and supporting the regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport.         
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Core Policy 12: Design Quality and Local Distinctiveness

6.44 A number of positive effects have been identified in relation to this policy.  Promoting high
quality design will ensure that neighbourhoods are attractive; improve quality of life; reduce the risk
of, and fear of crime; safeguard and enhance the landscape and townscape character, including the
historic element of this, support the regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn; and
minimise noise and light pollution.

Core Policy 13: Landscape Character

6.45 This policy did not raise any negative impacts.  A number of positive impacts were identified
in relation to enhancing quality of life; safeguarding landscape character; safeguarding the historic
environment; safeguarding the open countryside from development; enhancing biodiversity and
safeguarding geodiversity; and helping to promote the regeneration of Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn.

Core Policy 14: Providing a Green Infrastructure Network

6.46 No negative impacts have been identified in relation to this policy.  The positive impacts
identified include; improving health and wellbeing, providing sustainable transport opportunities;
increasing access to recreational spaces; enhancing quality of life; reducing contributions to climate
change; and aiding the regeneration of Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

Core Policy 15: Providing Opportunities for Local Biodiversity and Geodiversity

6.47 This policy will safeguard and enhance the biodiversity and safeguard the geodiversity  of the
District.

Core Policy 16: Regenerating the Rivers and Canal

6.48 This policy has identified no negative impacts. A number of positive impacts have been
identified including; enhancing quality of life; reducing crime and the fear of crime; increasing
sustainable transport opportunities; improving air quality; potentially helping to alleviate flooding;
enhancing the landscape; and helping to regenerate Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects of the Policies

6.49 An important component of predicting and evaluating the impacts of policies within the plan
is to consider the likelihood of cumulative, secondary or synergistic effects of policy implementation.
Examples of cumulative, secondary and synergistic effects include loss of tranquillity, changes in the
landscape, economic decline and climate change. These effects are very hard to deal with on a
project-by-project basis through EIA; it is at the SA level that they are most effectively identified and
addressed.  The table below sets out the definitions of secondary, cumulative, and synergistic effects.

DefinitionTerm

Secondary effects that are no a direct result of the plan, but occur away from the original effect
or as a result of a complex pathway.

Secondary Effects

Cumulative effects arise where several developments each have insignificant effects but
together have a significant effect, or where several individual effects of the plan have a combined
effect.

Cumulative Effects
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DefinitionTerm

Synergistic effects interact to produce a total effect greater than the sum of the individual
effects.

Synergistic Effects

6.50 The policies within the plan are assessed for their individual impacts, but there may be collective
effects which occur as a result of the policies being implemented in combination. These impacts may
be greater than the sum of implementing individual policies.  Good practice suggests that cumulative
impact assessment should be conducted throughout and as an integrated component of the SA
process.

6.51 The table below shows the secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects which may arise by
SA objective.

Table 6.2  Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects Associated with the Preferred Options

Significance
Proposals which combine to bring secondary,

cumulative or synergistic effects
SA Objective

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long term.

The development strategy and Core Policies 1
a,b and c will combine to have a positive effect

1. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce inequalities
in health. on health and well-being by improving the

quality and availability of housing across the
district.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long term.

Policies ED01, RD01, OS01 and core policy two
will also have a combined impact on health and
well-being by providing employment
opportunities and providing and enhanced
living environment.

Positive effects over the short, medium
and long term.

The spatial strategy and core policy 5 and 6 will
improve health and well-being, the approach
set out in the spatial strategy to locating
development in existing built-up areas will
support managing travel demand and
promoting sustainable modes.

Potential negative impact over the
short, medium and long-term.

A potential secondary impact of core policy 10
is that it may reduce the funding available for
affordable housing and thus reduce health and
well-being by restricting access to affordable
housing.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long term.

The development strategy, core policy 1a and
core policy 10 will interact to enhance service

2. To improve the quality of and
accessibility to, cultural services and local
services and facilities. provision and access to services within the

District.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

The development strategy and core policies 1
a,b,and c will combine to have a positive effect
on the provision of affordable housing.

3. To provide decent, affordable housing
for all, of the right type, tenure and
affordability for local needs in a clean,
safe and pleasant local environment

Positive effect over the medium and
long term.

Core polices 1a,b and c, and core policy 2 will
improve quality of life by improving the range
of housing and jobs available within the District.

4. To enhance the quality of life for all
residents within the District?

Positive effect over the short, medium
and log term.

Core policy 4 will interact with core policies 9
and 10 to improve quality of life.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long term.

Core policies 2, 4 and 10 will interact to
encourage social responsibility and reduce
crime.

5. Encourage pride and social
responsibility in the local community and
reduce crime.
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Significance
Proposals which combine to bring secondary,

cumulative or synergistic effects
SA Objective

Potential negative impact over the
short, medium and long-term.

Core policies 1 a,b and c and core policy 2 may
interact to increase the overall level of waste
produced within the District. 

6. To minimise the production of waste
generated.

Potential negative effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

Core policies 1a, b and c and core policy 2 may
increase climate change by increasing the

7. Reduce contributions to climate
change and promote energy efficiency
and renewable energy. amount of development within the District. 

However, core policy 6 seeks to achieve more
sustainable development and therefore, this risk
is minimised.

Potential significant positive impact
over the short, medium and long-term.

Core policies 5, 6 and 7 will work together to try
to reduce the District's contribution to climate
change and increase energy efficiency and
renewable energy within the District.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

The development strategy and core policies 1b
and 2 will locate development where walking,

8. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel modes.

cycling and using public transport are viable
options and core policy 5 will encourage the use
if sustainable modes.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

Core policies 5 and 6 will work together to
improve air quality.

9. Protect the use of water, soil and air,
whilst maintaining or improving their
quality.

Potential negative effect over the short,
medium and long-term if not mitigated
correctly.

Core policies 1,2 and 3 could increase run-off
and flooding within the district as a result of
increased development.  However, SuDs would

10. Ensure development does not occur
in high-risk flood prone areas and does
not adversely contribute to fluvial flood

be required in all new developments to mitigate
this.

risks or contribute to surface water
flooding in all other areas.

Potential negative effect over the short,
medium and long-term if not correctly
mitigated.

The combination of new residential,
employment, retail and office development
could have a detrimental impact on the

11. Protect, enhance and manage the
character and appearance of the
landscape and townscape, maintaining

landscape and townscape character of theand strengthening local distinctiveness
and sense of place. district.  This will need to be considered further

on a site-by-site basis.

Potential negative effect over the short,
medium and long-term if not correctly
mitigated.

The combination of new residential,
employment, retail and office development and
the Hoo Brook Link Road could have a

12. To conserve and enhance the District's
biodiversity and geodiversity.

detrimental impact on biodiversity.  This will
need to be mitigated against through the
development of a green infrastructure study and
through site-by-site mitigation measures.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

Policies 9 and 10 will interact to ensure that the
District's biodiversity is conserved and
enhanced.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

Core policies 4 and 11 will interact to safeguard
the historic environment.

13. Conserve and enhance the historic
and built environment through
considerate siting and design and
through respecting architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

The development strategy and policies 1a, and
2 will combine to ensure that brownfiled land

14. Ensure efficient use of land through
the safeguarding of mineral reserves, the

is prioritised for new development and that
greenfield land is safeguarded.

best and most versatile agricultural land
and greenfield land; and maximise the
use of previously developed land.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

The development strategy and core policies 1,
2 and 8 will interact to have a positive impact

15. To promote the regeneration of
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

Wyre Forest District Local Development Framework
Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Report (January 2010)50

Plan Policies6



Significance
Proposals which combine to bring secondary,

cumulative or synergistic effects
SA Objective

on the regeneration of Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn.  

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

The development strategy and core policies 5,
6 and 7 will help to reduce the impact which
climate change has on the district.

16. Mitigate against the unavoidable
negative impacts of climate change.

Potential for a significant negative effect
in specific areas.  This will need to be
mitigated on a site-by-site basis.

The combination of new development within
the district may increase noise and light
pollution within some areas of the district.

17. Reduce noise and light pollution.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

Core policies 10 and 11 will interact to increase
the skills level and qualifications of the
workforce.

18. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce.

N/ANo secondary, cumulative or synergistic effects
have been identified in relation to this SA
objective.

19. To consult communities in accordance
with the SCI, providing opportunities to
participate in and contribute to the
decisions that affect their neighbourhood
and quality of life.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

Policies EG01 an core policies 2,3 and 8 will work
together to strengthen the urban and rural
economy.

20. Create and maintain a diverse,
knowledge-driven economy, ensuring all
have the benefits, urban and rural.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

Core policies EG01, 2 and 6 should interact to
support the development of new technologies.

21. Promote and support the
development of new technologies,
especially those with high value and low
impact.

Table 6.3 Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects of the Publication Core Strategy Policies

Significance
Proposals which combine to bring secondary,

cumulative or synergistic effects
SA Objective

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

A secondary impact of core policy 3 will be
improved health and wellbeing as more people
walk and cycle as a method of transport.

1. To improve the health and well-being
of the population and reduce inequalities
in health.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

Core policies 3, 6, 7and 14 will work together to
deliver improved health and wellbeing.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

The development strategy and core policies 3
and 7 will interact to make cultural and local
services and facilities more accessible.

2. To improve the quality of and
accessibility to, cultural services and local
services and facilities.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long term.

Core policies 4 and 5 and the development
strategy will work together to deliver affordable
housing.

3. To provide decent, affordable housing
for all, of the right type, tenure and
affordability for local needs in a clean,
safe and pleasant local environment

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

The development strategy and core policies
4,5,6, 7 and 12 will interact to provide high
quality living environments for all.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long term.

Most of the policies within the Core Strategy will
work together to contribute to improved quality
of life. 

4. To enhance the quality of life for all
residents within the District?

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

Core policies 5, 12 and 8 will interact to improve
community safety and encourage pride and
social responsibility.

5. Encourage pride and social
responsibility in the local community and
reduce crime.

6. To minimise the production of waste
generated.
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Significance
Proposals which combine to bring secondary,

cumulative or synergistic effects
SA Objective

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

Development strategy policy DS01 and core
policies 1, 3, and 14 will work together to reduce
contributions to climate change.

7. Reduce contributions to climate
change and promote energy efficiency
and renewable energy.

Positive effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

Development strategy policy DS01, and core
policies 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 14 will reduce the
need to travel by private car. 

8. To reduce the need to travel and move
towards more sustainable travel modes.

Negative effect over the short, medium
and long-term.

A potential secondary effect of core policy 11 is
that it may reduce congestion and therefore
make travelling by private car more attractive.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long term.

Core policies 1, 2, and 16 will have a cumulative
impact on water and air quality.

9. Protect the use of water, soil and air,
whilst maintaining or improving their
quality.

Potential negative effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

Core policies DS01, DS02, DS03 and core policies
9, 10 and 11 could have a negative impact on

10. Ensure development does not occur
in high-risk flood prone areas and does

flooding within the District, particularly withinnot adversely contribute to fluvial flood
the three towns.  Further consideration will needrisks or contribute to surface water

flooding in all other areas. to be given to the exact locations of
development through the Site Allocations and
Policies and KCAAP DPDs.

Significant positive effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

Core policy 2 will help to alleviate flood risk.

Potential negative effect over the short,
medium and long-term.

Development strategy policy DS01 and core
policies 5, 8 and 9 may have a detrimental
impact on the landscape and townscape. 

11. Protect, enhance and manage the
character and appearance of the
landscape and townscape, maintaining
and strengthening local distinctiveness
and sense of place. Positive effect in the short, medium and

long-term.
Core polices 12 and 13 will work together to
safeguard the District's landscape and
townscape.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

Core policies 13, 14, 15 and 16 will work together
to help safeguard the District's biodiversity.

12. To conserve and enhance the District's
biodiversity and geodiversity.

Possible negative effect in the short,
medium and long-term.

Development strategy policy DS01 and core
policy 11 may combine to have a detrimental
impact on the biodiversity of brownfield sites
within the District.

Potential negative effect in the short,
medium and long-term.

Development strategy policy DS01 and core
policies 5, 8 and 9 may have a detrimental
impact on the historic and built environment.

13. Conserve and enhance the historic
and built environment through
considerate siting and design and
through respecting architectural, cultural
and archaeological heritage.

Significant positive effect in the medium
and long-term.

The policies within the development strategy
will work together to promote the development

14. Ensure efficient use of land through
the safeguarding of mineral reserves, the

of brownfield land and safeguard greenfield
land.

best and most versatile agricultural land
and greenfield land; and maximise the
use of previously developed land.

Significant positive effect in the medium
to long-term.

The policies within the development strategy
and core policies 9,10 and 11 will work together

15. To promote the regeneration of
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn.

to promote the regeneration of Kidderminster
and Stourport-on-Severn.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

Core policies 1 and 2 will work together to
achieve this objective.

16. Mitigate against the unavoidable
negative impacts of climate change.

Potential negative effect in the short,
medium and long-term.

The combination of new development proposed
by policies DS01 and core policies 5, 8, 9 and 11

17. Reduce noise and light pollution.

may increase noise and light pollution,
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Significance
Proposals which combine to bring secondary,

cumulative or synergistic effects
SA Objective

particularly within Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

Core policies 7, 8, 9 and 10 will work together to
develop the economy and provide education
and training opportunities within the District.

18. To raise the skills levels and
qualifications of the workforce.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

All of the policies within the Core Strategy will
provide the opportunity for community
consultation.

19. To consult communities in accordance
with the SCI, providing opportunities to
participate in and contribute to the
decisions that affect their neighbourhood
and quality of life.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

Core policies 8,9 and 10 will work together to
diversify the District's economy.

20. Create and maintain a diverse,
knowledge-driven economy, ensuring all
have the benefits, urban and rural.

Positive effect in the short, medium and
long-term.

Core policies 1 and 8 will have a cumulative
impact on achieving this objective.

21. Promote and support the
development of new technologies,
especially those with high value and low
impact.

Limitations

6.52 There are many uncertainties associated with cumulative impact assessment as it is often
necessary to base predictions on a wide range of assumptions, especially when looking 20 years into
the future. It is difficult to speculate on climatic conditions, technological advances and changing
social lifestyles. Therefore at this stage a certain degree of professional judgement has been made in
order to broadly identify cumulative, secondary or synergistic impacts.

Proposed Mitigation Measures

6.53 The table below sets out the proposed mitigation measures which have been identified to
overcome the negative sustainaiblity issues identified.

Table 6.4 Proposed Mitigation Measures

Proposed Mitigation MeasuresSustainability Issue

Ensure that waste is managed in accordance with the waste hierarchy and
that developments are designed to reduce noise and light pollution and
surface water run-off.

Pay close attention to the findings of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
and the Water Cycle Study when allocating sites for new development.

Increased number of homes within the District could
lead to increased waste, increased noise and light
pollution and increased flood risk as well as placing
pressure on water supply. 

Biodiversity will be considered as part of the Strategic Housing Land
Availability Assessment.  Assessments will be carried out on those sites
which are progressed in order to understand their biodiversity value.

A Green Infrastructure Study will also be carried out for the District which
will identify those sites with significant biodiversity value.

Focusing development on brownfield sites could have
a detrimental impact on biodiversity.

Biodiversity contributions will be sought as part of a package of Section
106 measures where appropriate.
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Proposed Mitigation MeasuresSustainability Issue

Ensure that new developments are designed to reduce noise and light
pollution and ensure that public transport is improved as a way to reduce
congestion within this area.

Increased noise, air and light pollution along the SREC
as a result of focusing employment growth in this area.

Ensure that the SFRA is fully considered when allocating sites for
development.

Focusing development in Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn could exacerbate flood risk.

This will depend on exact locations and design.  At the strategic level, the
Core Strategy should promote high quality design which reduces impact
on its surroundings.

Increased noise and light pollution as a result of new
development.

Any proposals must take account of Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings
legislation.

New development could place pressure on the historic
environment, particularly within the town centres.

An economic viability assessment has been undertaken and the final levels
of affordable housing reflect the findings of this assessment.

Requiring increased levels of affordable housing may
impact on the economic viability of sites and result in
them being left undeveloped, thus having a detrimental
impact on regeneration.

New road links will not be seen as an alternative to improve public transport
provision, but as part of a package of measures to reduce reliance on the

The construction of new roads could increase travel by
the private car and lead to increased emissions, have a

private car.  Steps will be taken in the planning and design of routes todetrimental impact on air quality and biodiveristy and
increase noise and light pollution. reduce the impact on existing communities.   A comprehensive package

of mitigation measures will be put in place at the individual project level. 
Mitigation measures will need to reduce impact on noise and light pollution,
air quality, biodiveristy, flooding, and consider how the road forms part of
a comprehensive transport package which includes making provision for
walking, cycling and the use of public transport.  All road building proposals
will be subject to a full Environmental Impact Assessment  (EIA) before
being taken further.

The Core Strategy sets out strategic level design policy.  The incorporation
of Designing out Crime standards and the impacts of this will be addressed
at the level of the individual development.

Design out Crime standards may conflict with the
existing townscape, reduce opportunities to increase
vegetation and tree planting and increase light pollution.

This will be addressed at the site specific level.  Where on-site provision is
required, this will need to be sensitively incorporated into a schemes design

Increasing the District's level of renewable energy
production from both on-site standalone provision may
have a detrimental impact on the landscape. and where standalone renewable energy developments are proposed any

sites considered will undergo Sustainability Appraisal through the Site
Allocations and Policies DPD.

This issue will need to be considered on a site-by-site basis through the Site
Allocations and Policies DPD.

Seeking to safeguard the landscape may conflict with
increasing the supply of renewable energy within the
District.

Should it be considered necessary to light such spaces, sensitive designs
which reduce light pollution and solar powered lighting will need to be
considered in order to minimise impact.

Increasing the focus on greenspaces within the District
and promoting their use as walking and cycling corridors
could create demand for these spaces to be lit, leading
to increased noise and light pollution.

The developer contributions required will be negotiated on a site-by-site
basis taking into consideration the economic viability of the site.

Requiring a range of developer contributions could
impact on the economic viability of sites, thus having a
detrimental impact on regeneration by leaving
brownfield sites undeveloped.

The careful siting and design of buildings to ensure that they do not increase
flood risk, the use of permeable surfaces throughout the town centre so

Locating new retail and office development in
Kidderminster town centre could have a detrimental

that run-off is not increased, and the use of flood defences where this is
considered appropriate. 

Undertaking biodiversity surveys to identify species and ensuring that
provision is made for them within the new development. 

impact on biodiversity and the historic environment and
could exacerbate flooding issues.

Converting existing buildings where appropriate and ensuring that new
development is sensitively designed to fit within its historic context.
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Uncertainties and Risks

6.54 Sustainability Appraisal is an uncertain process which requires assumptions to be made
regarding the impacts of the policies proposed on the basis of limited or inadequate data.  Most of
the impact predictions made in this report are therefore  subject to some uncertainty and entail risks. 

6.55 There are two main uncertainties within the report.  Firstly, the availability of baseline data
make it difficult in some cases to identify the current situation and the likely impact future development
may have.  Secondly, as the Core Strategy sets out strategic policy, it is often difficult to identify
sutainability impacts as these will depend on the exact location, scale and design of individual
proposals.  The Site Allocations and Policies DPD will allocate land for specific uses and this will be
subject to a comprehensive Sustainability Appraisal in order to identify and mitigate against
sustainability impacts on a site-by-site basis. 

6.56 Uncertainties relating to baseline data will be resolved through monitoring.  Uncertainties
associated with impact prediction will be addressed at the planning application stage where more
specific information is available and the actual impacts can be identified.  Some impacts will be more
clearly identified and mitigated against through the Site Allocations and Policies and Kidderminster
Central Area Action Plan DPDs. 

Summary of SEA Topics

Table 6.5  Identified Effects by SEA Topic

Summary of EffectsSEA Topic

The plan focuses development on brownfield land and this may have an impact on biodiversity.  The
biodiversity value of housing sites has been considered through the SHLAA.  Further consideration will be
given to the biodiversity value of specific sites at the site allocations stage.

The delivery of the Stourport Relief Road and the Hoo Brook Link Road could have a detrimental impact on
biodiversity.  This will also need to be considered further at site allocations stage and through the EIAs for
individual projects.

Biodiversity, Flora and
Fauna

Requiring developer contributions towards biodiversity, developing a green infrastructure network and
implementing the core policy on biodiversity will have a positive impact on the biodiveristy of the District. 

The policies of the plan will work together to improve quality of life in the District overall.

Policies on community wellbeing, sustainable transport, green infrastructure and regenerating the rivers
and canal will have a positive impact on human health as they rovide opportunities for more active lifestyles.

Population and Human
Health

A number of the core policy areas which seek to focus development in Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn
could increase flood-risk.  However, sites will be carefully considered at allocations stage and a policy is in
place in the Core Strategy to address flood-risk.

The core policy area which promotes sustainable transport will help to improve air quality.  To some extent,
the development of the Stourport Relief Road and the Hoo Brook Link Road will also help to improve air

Soil, Air and Water

quality as the air quality issues in Stourport-on-Severn arise as a result of traffic congestion.  The Relief Road
will help traffic flow, thus improving air quality.  However, there may be an increase in car journeys as a result
of the new roads and this could have a negative impact on air quality.

Promoting the development of brownfield sites over greenfield sites will help to protect soil, particularly
the best and most versatile agricultural land.

The core policies on sustainable development standards, managing water and promoting sustainable
transport will help to adapt to and mitigate against climate change. 

Climatic Factors
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Summary of EffectsSEA Topic

The historic environment policy, green infrastructure policy and biodiversity policy as well as the community
wellbeing policy will help to safeguard the District's material assets.

Material Assets

The quality design/local distinctiveness policy, landscape policy, and the community wellbeing policy will
help to safeguard the District's cultural heritage.

Poor design could threaten the District's cultural heritage, however, the Core Strategy sets out a clear policy
on design which will help to prevent this.

Cultural Heritage

The landscape character policy will help to safeguard the District's unique landscape character. 

New development could have a detrimental impact on the District's landscape, however, the landscape
character and design polices are in place to prevent this.

Landscape

How the SA has Influenced the Plan

6.57 The process of undertaking Sustainability Appraisal on emerging LDDs is an integral part of
their development.  The Sustainability Appraisal process has not simply been carried out on the policies
once they have been developed, the SA process has influenced the development of the policies.  This
has resulted in:

The SA guiding the development of the development objectives
The SA guiding the development of the development strategy,
The SA guiding the development of the core policy areas,
The SA setting out a number of monitoring indicators which have been incorporated into the
Core Strategy; and
The SA recommending mitigation measures and further considerations to be taken into account
as the site allocations documents are developed and as planning applications come forward.
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7 Implementation

Links to other Tiers of Plans and Programmes and the Project Level

7.1 It is a requirement that the Core Strategy is in general conformity with higher level policies and
plans.  Therefore, it is essential that the Core Strategy does not conflict with any principles established
through the national Planning Policy Statement and Planning Policy Guidance Notes set out by DCLG. 
At the Regional Level, the Core Strategy must be in conformity with the West Midlands Regional
Spatial Strategy which is currently under-going an early revision in three phases.  Phase One is now
complete and the RSS was published in January 2008.  Phase Two has been submitted to the Secretary
of State for Communities and Local Government and an Examination in Public is expected to take
place in April 2009. Phase Three is in the early stages of preparation, with an Issues and Options
consultation expected to take place in December 2009.  The Core Strategy should implement policies
set out within the RSS and therefore, the Sustainability Appraisal of those policies may be useful in
appraising the options put forward in the Core Strategy.

7.2 This Sustainability Appraisal will be relevant when carrying out the Sustainability Appraisal of
any future Development Plan Documents or Supplementary Planning Documents which implement
or expand on the policies of the Core Strategy.  The Sustainability Appraisal of such documents will
focus on the effects of the more detailed policies which implement the Core Strategy.  Additionally,
the Sustainability Appraisal of the Core Strategy will be relevant when undertaking any Environmental
Impact Assessments required for specific projects which are proposed in the plan.

Proposals for Monitoring

7.3 The following indicators are proposed for monitoring.  These indicators are drawn from those
set out within the Sustainability Appraisal framework, however, they may need to be further refined
should it not be possible to obtain the data required:

IMD health profiles
Number of developments (applications approved) which benefit the green infrastructure network
Life expectancy
Adult participation in sport (NI8)
% of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport travel time of key facilities.
Loss of community facilities as a result of new development.
% of  villages with key facilities, i.e, primary school, post office, GP, pub, village hall, convenience
store
Number of affordable housing completions (net of demolitions)
% of housing completions which are affordable (net of demolitions)
% of housing completions by size (gross)
% of housing completions by tenure (net of demolitions)
Number of additional gypsy/traveller pitches granted permission
Number of extra care units completed
Number of residential applications refused as a result of poor quality design (applications refused
suing Policy D1 in Wyre Forest District Adopted Local Plan 2004)
% of homes constructed to Code for Sustainable Homes level 4 or above
NI3: Those who have participated in a local area
Average number of neighbour and statutory consultation letters sent per planning application
Number of new developments incorporating 'Secured by Design' principles (applications
determined using policy D16 in the Wyre Forest District Adopted Local Plan, 2004)
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% of flatted residential and all commercial developments providing storage for recycling
(permissions granted)
Volume of household waste recycled (NI192)
Household waste collected. (excluding recycling)(tonnes)
District per capita CO2 emissions
Number of major new developments incorporating on-site renewable energy generation
Average energy rating of new housing
% of residential completions within Kidderminster, Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley
Number of developments granted permission which provide cycle parking
Number of developments granted permission which incorporate travel plans
Number of AQMAs and areas of air quality concern within the District
% of new developments incorporating SuDS
Number of new residential developments (permissions granted) where any part of the site is
located in the floodplain (zone 2 and 3)
Number of planning permissions granted contrary to EA advice
Number of applications refused in Conservation Areas
Number of planning permissions granted in Conservation Areas
Number of Listed Building consents granted
Number of new records added to the HER
Number of applications approved contrary to Natural England recommendation
Number of applications refused because of their potential impact on biodiversity/geodiversity.
Condition of SSSIs
Change in areas of local biodiversity importance
Proportion of local sites where positive conservation management has been or is being
implemented (NI197). 
Achievement of BAP targets
Number of demolition consents (Listed Buildings)
Number of demolition consents (Conservation Areas)
Number of buildings on the national and local BARs
% of Conservation Areas with Conservation Area Appraisals completed/updated within the last
5 years
% of Conservation Areas with Management Plans completed/updated within the last 5 years.
Number of derelict buildings brought back into use.
Amount of best and most versatile agricultural land lost to development
Number of planning permissions granted in the Green Belt
Number of hectares of open space and recreational/amenity space lost to development
% of new residential completions in Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn located on brownfield
land
Number of noise pollution complaints
Number of light pollution complaints received
% of school leavers with 5 A*-C grades
% of the District's population qualified to NVQ level 4 or higher
% of LDF consultations carried out in accordance with the SCI
Number of consultation responses received on LDF documents
Number of VAT registered businesses within the area
Number of VAT registered businesses in rural areas
Number of bed spaces developed (Hotels and Guest Houses)
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Number of tourism related jobs
De-registrations of VAT registered businesses in the area
New retail development within or on the edge of primary shopping area (Kidderminster and
Stourport)
Net new retail floorspace completed.
% of employment land developed on brownfield land
Number of B1 completions
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C Baseline Data and Trends

C.1 Baseline Data for Key Issues

Social

Community Facilities Audit

This map shows the location of the community halls that are available for hire across the district. The
type of facilities available include village halls, youth centres, day centres, community centres,
community schools and church halls.  In addition to these facilities there are a further 18 scout huts
located across the district many of which are available for community use.

Community Facilities for Hire - June 2009

(C) Crown copyright.  All rights reserved
100018317. 2009

Scale: 1:87500map
Rural Facilities

The District’s rural settlements have a limited range of facilities and are poorly served by public
transport. Kidderminster, Stourport-on-Severn and Bewdley provide an important role in serving their
rural hinterlands. To the east, the larger more accessible villages include Chaddesley Corbett,
Blakedown, Cookley and Wolverley. Whilst to the West of the River Severn the smaller settlements of
Clows Top, Far Forest, Callow Hill, Bliss Gate and Rock provide limited services to rural residents.

Wyre Forest District Local Development Framework
Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Report (January 2010)136

Baseline Data and TrendsC



Table C.1  Rural Services

Facility

 Settlement
Railway
station

Public
Hall

Private
School

Secondary
School

Primary
School

Convenience
Store

Bus
Frequency
and
Destination

DentistPubPost
Office

GP

x√xx√√x√√√Cookley

x√√x√√x√√√
Chaddesley
Corbett

√√xx√xx√√xBlakedown

x√x√√√x√x√
Fairfield /
Wolverley

x√xx√√x√√xFar Forest

xxxxxxx√xxCallow Hill

xxxxxxx√xxBliss Gate

x√xxxxx√xxRock

x√xxxxx√√xClows Top

x√xx√√x√√xArley

x√xx√√x√√xWilden

Source: WFDC Records

Wyre Forest District Local Development Framework
137Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Report (January 2010)

CBaseline Data and Trends



Local Centres

Table C.2  Local Centres

Indicative
Health

Anchor
Unit(s)

Car ParkingVacancy and
Other
Changes

Retailer RepresentationLocation

KIDDERMINSTER

?

Parking facilities located to
the rear of the shops. 

Fish and Chip ShopBlakebrook
(Bewdley
Road) Charity Shop Limited on-street parking

(around 4 spaces)
Estate Agent

Chiropractor

Betting Shop

√

Parking to the rear and
limited on-street parking

Braodwaters
cafe,

Off Licence and Convenience StoreBroadwaters

Fish and Chip Shop formerly a
hair salon

Broadwaters Cafe

√

Parking facilities located at
the front of the premises. 
On street parking nearby.

1 unit -
formerly a
greengrocer

NewsagentComberton
Estate

Supermarket

Hair Salon

Card/Gift Shop

Haberdashery

√

On-street parking available
close to the local centre.  No

 NoneConvenience StoreHabberley

Newsagent designated spaces for the
retail premises.

Fish and Chip Shop

Hair Salon

Greengrocer

√

SparParking facilities located at
the front of the premises. 
On street parking nearby.

NoneConvenience StoreMarlpool

Chinese Takeaway

Marlpool Diner

Kitchen Showroom

Hair Salon

√

Tesco
Express

Very good parking facilities
available in designated bays

NoneSupermarketSpennells

Pharmacy located at the front of the
centre.  Also present within

Tandoori Takeaway the car park is a recycling
centre.Chinese Takeaway

√

Tesco
Express

Very good parking facilities
located both at the front and

Subway was
formerly a

SupermarketStourport
Road

Pharmacy to the rear of the local
centre.

Video Rental
Store

Subway

Fish and Chip Shop

Convenience Store with Integral Post office
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Indicative
Health

Anchor
Unit(s)

Car ParkingVacancy and
Other
Changes

Retailer RepresentationLocation

KIDDERMINSTER

√

CostcutterOn street parking nearby. 
No designated areas for cars

NoneChinese TakeawaySutton Farm

Hair Salon parking to use the local
centre.

Hardware Store

Convenience Store

STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN

?

LondisRestricted parking along a
narrow road in front of the
centre.

N/A -
permission
granted for

Londis - General StoreAreley
Common

Taylor's  - Newsagents

new Londis
Arley Kings Post Office store with

deli etc.

?

Limited parking available off
Calder Road, adjacent to the
local centre.

NonePost OfficeBurlish

Hair Salon

Convenience Store

√

Parking facilities available on
an off road location diectly
in front of the local centre.

NoneConvenience StoreLickhill

Newsagent

Hair Salon

Model Shop

Public House

BEWDLEY

X
Parking available in front of
the one shop and close by
roads offer on street parking.

NoneNewsagent/Convenience StoreThe Lakes

VILLAGES

?

Parking provision for
Blakedown consists of one

NonePost officeBlakedown

Art Gallery pay and display car park
which is situated behind the
Post office.Interior design Shop

√

On street parking is available
along the whole of the main

NoneConvenience StoreChaddesley
Corbett

Butchers road which runs through the
village.

Hair Salon

Gift and Shoe Shop

√

Tesco
Express

Limited parking available in
front of many of the shops. 

NoneSupermarketCookley

Fish and Chip Shop No on street parking
available due to the

Tandoori Takeaway designation of double yellow
lines along Bridge Road.Florist

Butchers

Convenience Store
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Play Facilities

Table C.3 Provision of  Facilities for Children (PPG17 Audit, October 2008)

Surplus/DeficiencyTOTAL
Requirement

Current Provision
per 1000
Population

Local
Standard
(ha/1000)

Provision for
Children
(hectares)

PopulationWard

-0.151250.361250.02906570.050.2107,225Aggborough and
Spennells

-0.002050.302050.04966070.050.3006,041Areley Kings

-0.164750.314750.02382840.050.1506,295Bewdley and Arley

-0.09320.21320.02814260.050.1204,264Blakedown and
Chaddesley

-0.029350.389350.04623090.050.3607,787Broadwaters

0.025450.124550.06021680.050.1502,491Cookley

-0.053550.353550.04242680.050.3007,071Franche

-0.324650.364650.00548470.050.0407,293Greenhill

0.136150.323850.07102050.050.4606,477Habberley and
Blakebrook

-0.016550.356550.04767910.050.3407,131Lickhill

0.182950.327050.7796970.050.5106,541Mitton

-0.245050.345050.01449070.050.1006,901Offmore and
Comberton

0.036950.263050.05702340.050.3005,261Oldington and Foley
Park

-0.09830.11830.00845310.050.0202,366Rock

-0.138350.358350.03069620.050.2207,167Sutton Park

-0.02480.10480.03816970.050.0802,096Wolverley

0.02130.22870.05465680.050.2504,574Wribbenhall

Table C.4 Provision of Facilities for Young People (PPG17 Audit, October 2008)

Surplus/DeficiencyTOTAL
Requirement

Current
Provision per
1000 Population

Local
Standard
(ha/1000)

Provision
for Young
People
(hectares)

PopulationWard

-0.166750.216750.00692040.030.057,225Aggborough and
Spennells

-0.161230.181230.00331070.030.026,041Areley Kings

-0.148850.188850.00635420.030.046,295Bewdley and Arley

-0.127920.1279200.0304,264Blakedown and
Chaddesley

-0.073610.233610.02054710.030.167,787Broadwaters

0.065270.074730.05620230.030.142,491Cookley

-0.212130.2121300.0307,071Franche
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Surplus/DeficiencyTOTAL
Requirement

Current
Provision per
1000 Population

Local
Standard
(ha/1000)

Provision
for Young
People
(hectares)

PopulationWard

-0.218790.2187900.0307,293Greenhill

-0.144310.194310.00771960.030.056,477Habberley and
Blakebrook

-0.143930.213930.00981630.030.077,131Lickhill

0.093770.196230.04433570.030.296,541Mitton

0.252970.207030.0666570.030.466,901Offmore and
Comberton

0.072170.157830.04371790.030.235,261Oldington and Foley
Park

-0.070980.0709800.0302,366Rock

-0.075010.215010.0195340.030.147,167Sutton Park

-0.062880.0628800.0302,096Wolverley

0.152780.137220.06340180.030.294,574Wribbenhall

Index of Multiple Deprivation (2007) - Health

(C) Crown copyright.  All rights reserved
100018317. 2009

Scale: 1:92000

Empty Homes

Table C.5  Empty Homes Trend Data

% of Empty HomesTotal Number of Empty HomesYear

3.941,8002005

4.521,9742006

4.652,0572008
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Crime

Crime in Wyre Forest District Apr 01 - Mar 08
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Drug and Alcohol Misuse

Drugs:
Wyre Forest had the second highest number of drug offences (413) in Worcestershire. 
Possession of cannabis accounted for the majority of these.
There were 439 drug-related crime offences within the District during this time.  Kidderminster
town centre and the Horsefair were the priority areas for these crimes which were mainly
shop lifting and assault.
Most individuals committing drug related crime and offences were male and aged between
20 and 30.
Around two in every five residents said that drug use or drug dealing were problems in their
local area.

Alcohol:
Wyre Forest had the highest number of alcohol related offences (1627) in Worcestershire
for 2002-2003.
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn town centres and the Horsefair were identified as
alcohol related hotspots.
Males in the 18-24 category were responsible for the majority of alcohol related crime during
this period.
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Town Centre Car Parks

Table C.6  District Council Pay and Display Car Parks

No of SpacesDurationCar Park

Kidderminster

88Short StayComberton Place

72Short StayMarket Street

50Long StayBateman Yard

45Long StayHorsefair

330Short/Medium/Long StayBromsgrove Street

402Short/Medium StayWeavers Wharf

210Medium/Long StayPike Mills

65Medium/Long StayAldi Store

42Medium/Long StayCastle Road

40Medium/Long StaySt. Mary's Church

65Medium/Long StayYouth Centre

153Long StayStadium Close

Stourport-on-Severn

28Short StayRaven Street

72Short/Medium/Long StayVale Road

105Medium/Long StaySevern Meadows No1

49Medium/Long StayStourport Sports Centre

101Long StaySevern Meadows No2

116Long StaySevern meadows No3

600 (Seasonal)Long StayRiverside Meadows

Bewdley

41Short StayLoad Street

168Medium/Long StayDog Lane

125Medium/Long StayGardeners Meadow
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Economic

Fuel Poverty

'Affordable Warmth for Worcestershire' defines fuel poverty as the inability to heat your home
adequately for comfort and health without getting into debt as a result.  It estimates the percentage
of households in fuel poverty in each if of the County's Districts.  In Wyre Forest District, it is estimated
that 15% of households suffer from fuel poverty.  This is above the average for the County, which is
13.3%.  In the least deprived ward, this figure is 9%, however, in the most deprived ward, it is 27.3%,
and this is the highest level of fuel poverty in any ward in the County.

House Prices

Mean House Prices for Wyre Forest District 
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Unemployment

Claimant Count Unemployment by Ward (May 2009)

(C) Crown copyright.  All rights reserved
100018317. 2009

Scale: 1:89000Unemployment Claimants

The adjacent map indicates the
claimant count unemployment
level in the Wyre Forest by ward. 
The majority of wards have only
2-5% of the resident population
unemployed.  There are pockets of
higher unemployment, noticeably
in the wards of Broadwaters and
Oldington and Foley Park and
where the unemployment figures
are 8.3% and 12.2% respectively.

The Wyre Forest District
unemployment  rate is 5.4% which,
although slightly above the 
Worcestershire County rate of 4.7%,

still compares favourably with the West Midlands region  rate of 7.1% and England and Wales rate
5.6%.

Source: Worcestershire County Council Economic Summary

Table C.7  Unemployment within the District

Unemployment
Percentage

Date

2.5January 2000

2.2January 2001

2.0January 2002

2.0January 2003

2.0January 2004

1.7January 2005

2.2January 2006

2.2January 2007

2.2January 2008

4.6January 2009
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Environmental

Caravan Sites

Holiday Use

Permanent Use

(C) Crown copyright.  All rights reserved
100018317. 2009

Scale: 1:90000Caravan Sites

The District currently has 258 caravans that are licensed for use 12 months of the year.  The majority
of these are situated within two caravan parks, Severn Bank Caravan Park in Stourport-on-Severn (86)
and Kinverdale Park, Kingsford Lane, Wolverley (104).  There are 25 sites across the District where
caravans are licenced for holiday use. There are in excess of 2780 caravans located on these sites. The
period for permitted use of these caravans ranges from 8 months to 50 weeks.    

Chalets

Within Wyre Forest District there are approximately 380 known properties described as 'shacks' or
'chalets'.  These are buildings constructed of materials of less than average permanency and use for
residential occupation.  Most of them were built in the 1920s and 1930s in response to a post war
housing shortage.  Further chalets were built after the war , but before the 1947 Town and Country
Planning Act began to be used as a means of controlling development.  Each chalet is individual, and
most have no conditions restricting the time of year during which they may be occupied.

Of the 380 chalets in Wyre Forest District, approximately 78% are situated in the Severn Valley itself. 
The largest concentrations being at Hill Farm (including Severn meadow), Northwood Lane, Bewdley;
Hawkbatch Farm in the Parish of Upper Arley on the west bank of the Severn opposite Hill Farm; and
Hungry Hill Farm in the north west corner of Upper Arley.  Smaller concentrations are to be found at
Pound Green and Far Forest.
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Noise Complaints

Table C.8  Noise Pollution Complaints 2005-2009

Year to
31/03/2009

Year to
31/03/2008

Year to
31/03/2007

Year to
31/03/2006

Year to
31/03/2005

Nature of Complaint

4029393714Pubs - Loud music

2522155635Commercial

14022Bird Scarers

87101212Industrial

66627Commercial Alarm

00302Industrial Alarm

2713209Sports

141592332Commercial - other

1038712310089Domestic - Music

23585Domestic - TV

102638610088Domestic - Dog

691288Domestic - DIY

32669Domestic - Car repairs

143634Domestic - Banging

6510812Domestic - Alarm

1922201216Domestic - Shouting

4126324938Domestic - Other

73472Domestic - Children

00100Rail

00022Traffic

00100Air

811500Construction/Demolition

10200Equipment in Street

123944Vehicle in street

15200Vehicle Alarm

10312Vehicle stereo

10100Refridgeration Vehicle

10100Agricultural

03000Fireworks

425335424460392TOTAL
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SSSI Condition Survey
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Habitats (Source: Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan - July 2008)

Table C.9 Habitats and their Locations

Location (Examples, not exhaustive)Habitat

Oak-birch woodland - the Wyre Forest, around Kidderminster
Pendunculate oak woodland - Severn Valley
Chaddesley Wood

Woodland

River Severn corridor, Hurcott and Podmore Pools SSSIWet Woodland

Along river corridors and canals, Wilden Marsh and Meadows SSSIReedbeds

Wilden Marsh, Stourvale Marsh. Puxton MarshFen and Marsh

Stourvale SSSIWet Grassland

Lowland dry acidic grassland - around Kidderminster
Devil's Spittleful and Riffle Range, in and around the Wyre Forest, Burlish Top,Habbeley
Valley

Semi-natural Grassland

Devil's Spittleful/Riffle Range, Burlish Top, Vicarage Farm Heath, Kingsford Forest ParkLowland Heathland

Cluster of sites around KidderminsterRoad Verges

Parks, brownfield sites, allotments, churchyards, gardens, playing fields/school grounds,
street trees

Urban

Staffordshire and Worcestershire CanalCanals

River Stour, River SevernRivers and Streams
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Protected Species (Source: Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan - July 2008)

Table C.10 Protected Species and their Locations

Location (Examples, not exhaustive)Species

Along the River Severn
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal

European Otter

Ribbesford WoodDormouse

The Wyre ForestBats

The River Stour and its tributaries, canals and streamsWater Vole

Burlish TopNightingale

The Wyre ForestNoble  Chafer

River SevernTwaite and Alis Shad

Wyre Forest, Habberley and Kingsford Country ParkAdder

On allotments and at Puxton marsh and Habberley ValleySlow Worm

In ponds in rural, urban and post-industrial settingsGreat Crested Newt

Wyre Forest StreamsWhite-Clawed Crayfish

The Wyre ForestHigh Brown Fritillary

The Wyre ForestPearl-Bordered and Small Peal-Bordered Fritillary
Butterflies

River Severn, particularly above BewdleyClub-tailed Dragonfly

Hurcott pastures, being the only siting in the CountryHornet Robberfly

Along the River Severn and Stour ValleysBlack Poplar

Arley Castle, Button Oak, BewdleyTrue Service Tree

Various sites across the DistrictFarmland Birds

The Wyre ForestWood White

The Wyre ForestGrizzled Skipper

The Wyre ForestDrab Looper

Flooding:

The Environment Agency’s designated flood zones are indicated on the map below.  The map shows
those areas affected by fluvial flooding from the main rivers.  Other types of flooding also affect the
District, including surface water run-off, groundwater, and foul water flooding.

Source: Environment Agency (July 2008) Flood Zones 2, 1:100 and 3, 1:1000
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A level One Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
(SFRA) has been produced for the District and is
available on the District Council’s website. 
Following recommendations in the Level One
SFRA a more detailed Level Two SFRA is currently
being undertaken. This study will consider in
more detail a number of issues including
overtopping and breaching of flood defences in
Kidderminster and Bewdley,; information on
appropriate Sustainable Drainage techniques
for the District; and guidance on appropriate
policies to deal with flood risk. In addition, a
Water Cycle Study is also being undertaken for

the District. This study will interrogate all aspects of the water cycle within the District, considering;
water supply and water resources; water supply networks; waste water treatment; environmental
considerations; non-residential water use and planning considerations.

Air Quality:

Welch Gate, Bewdley

 

Kidderminster Ring Road

 

Historic Environment

The historic environment includes all designated historic assets together with the potential impacts
on non-designated features of local historical interest and value since these make an important
contribution to creating a sense of place and local identity.

Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas:
At April 2009 there were six Grade I, twenty-nine Grade II* and 852 Grade II list entries on the statutory
lists.  This covers over 900 individual buildings and structures. There are also 9 Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and one Registered Park and garden within the District.  The District has 16 Conservation
Areas as shown on the map below:
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Table C.11 Conservation Areas

Areas in bold have a Character Appraisal
Areas in italic have management plans

Conservation AreaMap Ref.Conservation AreaMap Ref.

Churchill9Upper Arley1

Broome10Bewdley2

Harvington11Ribbesford3

Chaddesley Corbett12Wolverley4

Gilgal13Blakebrook5

Stourport-on-Severn No.214Staffs & Worcs canal6

Stourport-on-Severn No.115Church Street7

Areley Kings16Vicar & Exchange St.8

Locally Listed Buildings:
Wyre Forest District Council has developed Local Lists for Kidderminster, Bewdley and Stourport and
is currently developing a Local List for the parish of Wolverley and Cookley.  A Locally Listed Building
is one which is recognised by the District Council as being of local interest, either for historical
associations, or for its architectural style.  There are 237 entries on the Kidderminster Local List, 266
entries on the Stourport-on-Severn Local List, 107  entries on the Bewdley Local List and 108 entries
on the Wolverley and Cookley Local List.

Heritage at Risk:
The term 'Heritage at Risk' is the new approach to identifying the extent to which the variety of
monuments and sites registered as protected are 'at risk'.  It includes Parks and Gardens, Battlefields,
Listed Buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments.  The District does not have any Scheduled
Ancient Monuments, Registered Battlefields, or Registered parks and Gardens identified as being at
risk.
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Buildings at Risk:
The term 'Building at Risk' has been defined by English Heritage as ''an historic building at risk through
neglect and decay'' as distinct from the threat posed by unsympathetic alteration.  In practice, the
term has been used more narrowly and has become shorthand for 'Listed Building at Risk'.  The national
building at risk register therefore only contains Listed Buildings.  The Register was updated in 2009
and features 2 buildings within the District.  These are Baches Forge, Churchill Lane; and Ribbesford
House.  The national List does not include grade II Listed Buildings.

The local Buildings at Risk survey was Update was completed in 2006.  The Survey Update covered
Grade II Listed Buildings in the three main towns.  In total 627 buildings were surveyed, the results
are detailed below:

Table C.12  Buildings at Risk

Number of Buildings at RiskNumber of Listed Buildings SurveyedTown

670Kidderminster

8128Stourport-on-Severn

15429Bewdley

Historic Environment Record:
The Historic Environment record has over 3000 entries within the District.  A summary of these is set
out below:

Table C.13 Historic Environment Record Data

Number of EntriesType of Feature

9Scheduled Ancient Monuments

1Registered Parks and Gardens

691 (1)Listed Buildings

0Registered Battlefields

1077Non-designated Monuments

40Non-designated Historic Parks and Gardens

702 Non-designated Historic Buildings

152Landscape Components (2)

1 Individual entries may equate to more than one building
2 Landscape components are groups of monuments and/or buildings that are historically related and therefore form a coherent

group of features in the landscape. E.g. a mill complex, nunnery, medieval village or historic airfield. Landscape Components is
a specific Historic Environment Record theme that is not related to Historic Landscape Characterisation, Historic Environment
Assessment or Landscape Character.
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Horsiculture

Horsiculture Approvals
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Energy
Energy Consumption:
The graph below shows that consumption of domestic electricity and gas is falling.
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Renewable Energy:
The Clear Skies grant (now the Low Carbon Buildings Programme) supports installation of domestic
renewable energy systems.  Between 2003 and 2005 grants were made for 1 biomass burner, 1 ground
source heat pump, and 5 solar hot water systems within the District.

CO2 Emissions:
The table below shows the end user local and regional estimates of CO2 emissions for 2005 and 2006.

Table C.14 CO2 Emissions

Per Capita CO2

Tonnes
TotalLand-use

Change
Road TransportIndustrial and

Commercial
DomesticYear

6.2761471502182392005

6.3161961452252442006

Energy Efficiency:

SAP Rating for Private Sector Dwellings In Wyre Forest District, 
2007
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Climate Change:

Table C.15 Climate Change

Summer Mean PrecipitationWinter Mean PrecipitationSummer mean TemperatureWinter Mean Temperature

Changes in summer mean
precipitation of between -22%
to +15%

Change in winter mean
precipitation of between -2%
and +15%

Increase in Summer mean
temperatures of between
0.5oC and 2.1oC.

Increase in winter mean
temperature of between
0.5oC and 2.1oC.

2020s

Change in summer mean
precipitation of between -38%
and +13%

Change in winter mean
precipitation of between 1%
and 33%

Increase in Summer mean
temperatures of between 1oC
and 4.8oC

Increase in winter mean
temperature of between
0.9oC and 3.5oC

2050s
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Summer Mean PrecipitationWinter Mean PrecipitationSummer mean TemperatureWinter Mean Temperature

Changes in summer mean
precipitation of between -51%
and +11%.

Changes in winter mean
precipitation of between 5%
and 51%

Increase in summer mean
temperatures of between
1.3oC and 7.5oC

Increase in winter mean
temperature of between
1.4oC and 5.2oC

2080s

Waste Produced and Recycled:

Table C.16 Household Waste

Domestic Waste (Tonnes)Year

28,199.532008/09

28,925.752007/08

29,286.562006/07

30,442.972005/06

30,642.362004/05

Table C.17 Domestic Waste Recycled

% of waste RecycledYear

28.47%2008/09

28.45%2007/08

27.9%2006/07

25%2005/06

24.5%2004/05
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Residential Planning Permission on Greenfield and Brownfield Sites:

Residential Planning Permissions on Greenfield and Brownfield Sites
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Density of Housing Completions:
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Rail Station Usage:

Table C.18  Rail Station Usage

% Change 1994-2008200820071994Station

49%963,041866,145645,517Kidderminster

156%61,10953,36523,894Blakedown

Cycling

Cycling data collected by Worcestershire County Council from two sites within the District shows that
the average number of trips per day was the same in 2008/09 as in 2002/03 and that the average
number of trips per day on the Gilgal towpath has increased since 2003/04.

Table C.19  Cycling in Wyre Forest District

2008/092007/082006/072005/062004/052003/042002/03Cycle Monitoring Station

66687163675866Minster Road Cycle Lane

606465596149N/ATowpath, Gilgal, Stourport

Bus Usage

Data is not available at the District level, however, County Council data shows that across
Worcestershire, bus patronage has increased by 2.8m journeys per annum - from 13m in 2004/5 to
15.8m in 2007/8, and this against the national downward trend.

C.2 Baseline Data for Indicators
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Health and Well-Being

SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

IMD - DCLG
Updated three-yearly
and available via

A greater number of
SOAs are within the
most deprived 20%
nationally.

The 2004 IMD shows
health score shows that of
the 65 SOAs within the
District, 0 are in the most

The 2007 IMD health
score shows that of the
65 SOAs within the
District, 1 is in the most

IMD Health Profiles

National Statistics
web-sitedeprived 10% nationally, 1deprived 10% nationally,

is within the most deprived6 are within the most
20% nationally, 22 aredeprived 20% nationally,
within the most deprived20 are within the most
50% nationally, 33 aredeprived 50% nationally,
within the least deprived38 are within the least
50% nationally and 9 are indeprived 50% nationally,
the least deprived 20%
nationally.

and 0 are within the least
deprived 20% nationally.

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo comparison data is
available.

No data available.Number of developments
(applications approved)

applications as they are
determined.

which benefit the green
infrastructure network.

Neighbourhood
Statistics

Life expectancy has
improved for both

2004-2006
Male: 77.7
Female: 81.6
(Neighbourhood statistics
2009)

2005-2007

Male: 77.9

Female: 82.00

Life Expectancy

males and females
within the District.

2001-2003
Male: 76
Female: 81
(Neighbourhood statistics
2009)

(Neighbourhood
statistics 2009)

National Indicator -
available via Covalent

UnknownNo information available2007/08: 24%Adult participation in
sport (NI8)

Worcestershire County
Council

2007/08:
GP: 99%
Hospital: 75%
Employment: 96%
Primary School: 99%
Secondary School: 99%
Retail Centre:99%
(2008 AMR)

2008/09:
GP:
Hospital:
Employment:
Primary School:
Secondary School:
Retail Centre:
(2009 AMR)

%t of new residential
development within 30
minutes public transport
travel time of key
facilities.

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo data availableNo data availableLoss of community
facilities as a result of
new development applications as they are

determined.

In-house monitoringThe District's villages
are retaining their
facilities.

22% (2 of the District's 9)
villages have the full range
of facilities.

22% (2 of the District's 9)
villages have the full
range of facilities.

% of villages with key
facilities, i.e, primary
school, post office, GP,
Pub, convenience store,
village hall

In-house Monitoring -
Housing Land
Availability Report

Number of affordable
housing completions
has increased

40
(WFDC HLA, 2008)

93
(WFDC HLA, 2009)

Number of affordable
housing completions (net
of demolitions)

In-house Monitoring -
Housing Land
Availability Report

A larger % of
completions across the
District are affordable
homes.

2001/06: 11%
2006/07: 3%
2007/08: 21%
(WFDC HLA, 2009)

2008/09: 39%
(WFDC HLA, 2009)

% of housing
completions which are
affordable (net of
demolitions).
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SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

In-house Monitoring -
Annual Monitoring
Report

The number of
residential completion
which are flats has

2007/08
1 bed flat: 17%
2 bed flat: 31%
1 bed house: 1%
2 bed house: 22%
3 bed house: 18%
4 bed house: 11%
(2008 AMR)

2008/09
1 bed flat:13%
2 bed flat:37%
1 bed house: 1%
2 bed house: 17%
3 bed house: 21%
4 bed house: 11%
(2009 AMR)

% of housing
completions by size
(gross).

increased overall,
however, the number
of one bedroom flats
has fallen.  There has
been an increase in the
number of three bed
houses and a decrease
in the number of two
bed houses.

In-house Monitoring -
Housing Land
Availability Report

Completions were
better spread across
the tenures in 2008/09.

Private Ownership: 79%
Social Rented: 16%
Shared Ownership: 5%
(WFDC HLA 2008)

Private Ownership: 61%
Social Rented: 19%
Shared Ownership: 20%
(WFDC HLA 2009)

% of housing
completions by tenure
(net of demolitions).

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo information availableNo information availableNumber of additional
gypsy/traveller pitches
granted permission. applications as they are

determined.

In-house monitoring -
Housing Land
Availability Report

The provision of extra
care units has
increased.

2007/08: 02008/09: 24Number of extra care
units completed.

Database to be
established to monitor

Fewer residential
applications were

2007/08: 302008/09: 27Number of residential
applications refused as a

applications as they are
determined.
Note - Once the Core
Strategy is adopted this

refused as a result of
poor quality design.

result of poor quality
design. (Applications
refused using Policy D1
in Wyre Forest 2004
Adopted Local Plan) indicator will be based

on the design policy
within it.

In-house monitoring
system to be established

UnknownNo comparison data
available

No data yet available% of homes constructed
to Code level 4 and
above

Community Safety

Table C.21  

SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

Place Survey
available via
Covalent

UnknownNew National Indicator -
no previous data
available

Number of people who in the last 12
months have:

NI3: Those who have
participated in a local
area Been a local councillor - 1%

Been a member of a group making
decisions on local health or
education services - 3%
B e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  a
decision-making group set up to
regenerate the local area - 2%
Been a member of a local
decision-making group set up to
tackle crime problems - 2%
Been a member of a Tenant's Group
decision-making committee - 2%
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SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

Been a member of a group making
decisions on local services for
young people - 3%
Been a member of another group
making decisions on services in the
local community - 5%

(2008 Place Survey)

I n - h o u s e
monitoring

Indicator has
r e m a i n e d
constant.

2007/08:

No. applications: 1124

2008/09:

No. applications:  882

Average number of
Neighbour and
Statutory consultation
letters sent per
planning application No. notification letters:

12209
No. notification letters: 9434

Average per application: 11
(WFDC) Average per application:

11
(WFDC)

I n - h o u s e
monitoring -

F e w e r
a p p l i c a t i o n s

2007/08:

20 new developments
incorporated 'Secured by

2008/09:

10 new developments incorporated
'Secured by Design' in their reasons for
approval

Number of new
d e v e l o p m e n t s
incorporating 'Secured
by Design' principles.
( A p p l i c a t i o n s
determined using Policy

more robust
system to be
established. 
F igures for

referred to
'Secured by
Design' as part
of their decision

Design' within their
reason for approval.

D16 in the Wyre Forest subsequent yearsduring 2008/091 new development cited 'Secured by
Design' within the reasons for refusal.
(2009 AMR)

2004 Adopted Local
Plan)

wi l l  not  be
d i r e c t l y
comparable.

than during
2007/08.

2 applications cited
'Secured by Design' in
their reasons for refusal.
(2008 AMR)

Better Environment

SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo information
available

No information available% of residential apartment and
all commercial developments

applications as they
are determined.

providing storage for recycling
(permissions granted).

National Indicator -
available via Covalent

An increasing % of
the District's waste is
being recycled.

2007/08:28.45%

2006/07:27.9%

2008/09: 28.47%Volume of household waste
recycled (NI 192)

2005/06:25%

2004/05:24.5%

In-house monitoring -
Resources Directorate

The volume of waste
collected from

2007/08: 28,925.75

2006/07: 29,286.56

2008/09: 28,199.53Household Waste Collected
(excluding recycling) (tonnes)

residential properties
throughout the
District has
decreased.

2005/06: 30,442.97

2004/05: 30,642.36
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SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

DEFRA via Health and
Sustainability Team

Slight increase in CO2

emissions across the
District.

2005: 6.27 tonnes per
capita

2006: 6.31 tonnes per
capita

District per capita CO2 emissions

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo information
available

No information availableNumber of major new
developments incorporating

applications as they
are determined.

on-site renewable energy
generation.

Can this be added to
FastControl?

UnknownNo information
available

No information availableAverage energy rating of new
housing.

In-house monitoring -
Residential Land
Availability Report.

A greater % of
development was
located within the

2007/08:

Kidderminster  59%

2008/09:

Kidderminster 66%

% of residential completions
within Kidderminster, Stourport
and Bewdley.

three main towns in
2008/09 than
2007/08.

Stourport          25%Stourport         22%

Bewdley             4%Bewdley            2%

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo data availableNo data availableNumber of developments
granted permission providing
cycle parking. applications as they

are determined.

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo data availableNo data availableNumber of developments
granted permission which
incorporate travel plans. applications as they

are determined.

In-house monitoringAir quality has
declined. The area of

March 2008: The
District has 2 AQMAs

July 2009: The District
has 2 AQMAs and 1
borderline AQMA.

Number of AQMAs and areas of
air quality concern within the
District. the Kidderminsterand 2 borderline

AQMA AQMA was extended
in July 2009.

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo information
available

No information available% of new developments
incorporating SuDS

applications as they
are determined.

In-house system to be
established

UnknownNo information
available

No information available % of new developments
incorporating rain-water
harvesting/water efficiency
measures.

Database to be
established to monitor

Fewer residential
planning permissions

2007/08:

12

2008/09:

6

Number of new residential
developments(permissions
given) where any part of site is
located in the flood plain (Zone

applications as they
are determined.

were granted in the
flood plain during

2 and 3) . % = New residential 2008/09 than
2007/08.

(16%)(13%)
granted permission in flood
zones 2 &3 / All new residential
permissions granted

Database to be
established to monitor

Indicator has
remained constant.

2007/08:
1

2008/09:
1

Number of planning permissions
granted contrary to EA advice.

applications as they
are determined.

Database to be
established to monitor

Fewer applications
were refused in

2007/08:

22

2008/09:

9

Number of applications refused
in Conservation Areas (using CA
policies in the Wyre Forest 2004
Adopted Local Plan.) % = No.

applications as they
are determined.

conservation areas
during 2008/09 than
during 2007/08.(20%)(9%)apps. refused using CA policies /
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SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

Total no. apps determined using
CA policies

Database to be
established to monitor

A larger number of
planning permissions

2007/08:

90

2008/09:

93

Number of planning permissions
granted in Conservation Areas
(using CA policies in the Wyre
Forest 2004 Adopted Local Plan.)

applications as they
are determined.

were granted in 
2008/09 than during
2007/08.(80%)(91%)% = No. apps. Approved using CA

Policies / Total no. apps
determined using CA policies

In-house monitoringA larger number of
Listed Building

2007/08:

75

2008/09:

61

Number of Listed Building
consents granted. % = No LB
applications
approved /  No LB applications
determined

consents were
granted during
2008/09 than during
2007/08.

(90%)(94%)

Data to be obtained
from County Council

Number of new records added to
the HER.

Historic Environment
Team annually.

Database to be
established to monitor

Indicator has
remained constant.

2007/08:
0

2008/09:
0

Number of applications approved
contrary to Natural England
recommendation. applications as they

are determined.

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo data availableNo data availableNumber of applications refused
because of their potential impact
on biodiversity/geodiversity. applications as they

are determined.

In-house monitoring -
AMR

Overall the condition
of SSSIs within the
District is improving

2008:

Favourable - 29.8%

2009:

Favourable - 29.7%

Condition of SSSIs.

Unfavourable but
Recovering - 52.9%

Unfavourable but
Recovering - 59.2%

Unfavourable no
Change - 6.1%

Unfavourable no Change
- 4.8%

Unfavourable but
Declining - 11%

Unfavourable but
Declining - 6.1%

Destroyed or Part
Destroyed - 0.2%

Destroyed or Part
Destroyed - 0.2%

In-house monitoring -
AMR

No changes have
occurred to areas of

1 new Local Nature
Reserve established.

0Change in areas of biodiversity
importance

biodiversity
importance this year,
compared to 1 the
previous year.

WCC - BAP teamUnknownNo data available28%Proportion of Local Sites where
positive conservation
management has been or is
being implemented(NI197)

Information to be
collcted from WCC.

UnknownNo information
available

No information availableAchievement of BAP targets.
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SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

Database to be
established to monitor

Indicator has
remained constant.

2007/08:
0

2008/09:
0

Number of demolition consents
(Listed Buildings)

applications as they
are determined.

Database to be
established to monitor

Fewer demolition
consents were

2007/08:
6

2008/09:
4

Number of demolition consents
(Conservation Areas).

applications as they
are determined.

granted in
Conservation Areas

Applications approved using
policy CA2 of the Wyre Forest
2004 Adopted Local Plan during 2208/09 than

during 2007/08.

In-house monitoring -
Conservation Officer

UnknownNo data available31Number of buildings on the
national and local BARs.

In-house monitoringUnknownNo data available50%% of Conservation Areas with
Conservation Area Appraisals
completed/updated within the
last 5 years.

In-house monitoringIndicator has
remained constant.

6.25%6.25%% of Conservation Areas with
Management Plans
completed/updated within the
last 5 years.

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo data availableNo data availableNumber of derelict buildings
brought back into use.

applications as they
are determined.

In-house monitoringTrend has remained
constant

0ha0haAmount of best and most
versatile agricultural land lost to
development.

Database to be
established to monitor

A greater number of
applications

2007/08:

140

2008/09:

137

Number of planning permissions
granted in the Green Belt (Using
GB policies in the Wyre Forest
Adopted Local Plan). % = No.

applications as they
are determined.

submitted in the the
Green Belt were

apps approved using GB Policies approved during(75%)(84%)
/ No. apps determined using GB
policies

2008/09 than during
2007/08.

Database to be
established to monitor

UnknownNo data availableNo data availableNumber of hectares of open
space and recreational/amenity

applications as they
are determined.

space lost to development (as
identified in the PPG17 audit).

In-house monitoring -
Residential Land
Availability Report

An increasing % of
the District's new
homes are located in

84% of total housing
completions were
located in

88% of total housing
completions were
located in Kidderminster
or Stourport-on-Severn.

% of new residential completions
located in Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn.

Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn.

Kidderminster or
Stourport-on-Severn.

In-house monitoring -
Residential Land
Availability Report

Increase in amount of
residential
development taking

2007/08:

Kidderminster              
99%

2008/09:

Kidderminster            
100%

% of new residential completions
in Kidderminster and
Stourport-on-Severn located on
brown-field land. place on brownfield

land in Kidderminster.

Stourport-on-Severn 
100%

Stourport-on-Severn  
100%

In-house monitoring -
Pollution Control Team

Noise pollution
complaints have
increased.

YE31/03/2008 - 335YE 31/03/2009 - 425Number of noise pollution
complaints.
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SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

In-house monitoring -
Pollution Control team

Light pollution
complaints were

2007/08:14
2006/07:7

2008/09:6Number of light pollution
complaints received.

highest in 2007/08
but have returned to
lower levels during
2008/09.

Greater Learning and Prosperity

Table C.23  

SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

N a t i o n a l
Statistics

The percentage of students
achieving 5 or more GCSEs at A*-C

2006/07 - 55.8%2007/08 - 57.3%% of school leavers with
5 A*-C grades.

grades has been steadily increasing
since 2001.

2005/06 - 53%
2004/05 - 49.8%
2003/04 - 49.9%
2002/03 - 45.1%
2001/02 - 49.8%

NomisAn increasing percentage of
working age people have a higher
level qualification.

2007 - 20.3%
2006 - 20.6%

2008 - 20.8%% of the District's
working age population
qualified to NVQ level 4
or higher.

I n - h o u s e
monitoring

All Forward Planning and
Development Control

2007/08: 100%2008/09: 100%% of LDF consultations
carried out in accordance
with the SCI. consultations are carried out in

accordance with the SCI

I n - h o u s e
monitoring

A greater number of responses
were received to the Site

2007/08:2008/09:Number of consultation
responses received on
LDF documents.

Core Strategy
Issues and Options
Paper:106

Core Strategy
Preferred Options
R e p o r t  a n d

Allocations and Policies Issues and
Options Paper than to the Core
Strategy Issues and Options Paper.S u s t a i n a b i l i t y

Appraisal:86
Core Strategy
Revised Issues and
Options Paper: 35K i d d e r m i n s t e r

Central Area Action
Plan Issues and
Options Paper:44
Site Allocations and
Policies Issues and
Options Paper:125

Shared Prosperity

Table C.24  

SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

N e i g h b o u r h o o d
Statistics

The number of VAT
registered local

2005 - 3,310
2006 - 3,320
(ONS 2007)

2007 - 3,295
(ONS 2007)

Number of VAT registered
businesses within the area.

businesses has fallen
slightly since 2005.

N e i g h b o u r h o o d
Statistics

The number of VAT
registered local rural

2005 - 980
2006 - 965
(ONS 2007)

2007 - 970
(ONS 2007)

Number of VAT registered
businesses in rural areas.
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SourceAnalysisIdentified TrendBaseline PositionIndicator

businesses has fallen
slightly since 2005.

In house monitoring
s y s t e m  t o  b e
established

N/AN/ANo data availableNumber of bed spaces developed
(Hotels and Guest Houses)

In-house monitoring -
AMR

The number of tourism
related jobs is increasing.

3400
9.7% of workforce

2007: 3600
10.5% of workforce

Number of tourism related jobs

NomisB u s i n e s s  V A T
de-registrations have

2 0 0 6  -  2 1 0
de-registrations
2005 - 200
2004 - 220
2003 - 235
(Nomis 2007)

2007 - 215 VAT
de-registrations

(Nomis 2007)

De-registrations of VAT registered
businesses in the area.

been more or less at a
consistent level.

In-house monitoring2007/08    0 Sq.m2008/09   1205 Sq.mNew retail development within
or on the edge of primary
shopping area (Kidderminster
and Stourport)
Net new retail floor space
completed (Sq.M).

In-house monitoring -
Employment Land
Availability Report

2007/08:1%
2006/07:

2008/09: 3.7%% of employment land
developed on brownfield land.

In-house Monitoring -
AMR

2007/08: 0.011ha2008/09:Number of B1 completions.
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