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1. INTRODUCTION

Wolverley Conservation Area (the Area) was designated by Wyre Forest District
Council in 1972. It is situated off the B4189 (Wolverley Road), 2.8 miles north west of
Kidderminster, in the County of Worcestershire.

The Conservation Area encompasses a small rural village, including a local high school
and church, and covers 30.5 hectares.

This document aims to set out the special architectural and historic characteristics of the
Conservation Area. The character appraisal will be of interest and use to those involved
with development and use of the area, and that adjoining it, to preserve and enhance the
village character.

The Adopted Wyre Forest Site Allocations and Policies Local Plan and the Adopted
Kidderminster Central Area Action Plan include policies linked to the Historic
Environment. For Wolverley Conservation Area Policy SAL.UP6 of the Site
Allocations and Policies Local Plan, which is called "Safeguarding the Historic
Environment", is particularly relevant. This Policy ensures that future development
within, or adjacent to the Conservation Area, will need to protect, conserve, and where
possible, enhance the Area.

2. LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

The first Conservation Areas were designated under the Civic Amenities Act (1967).
This Act was superseded by the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990. Section 69 of this later Act imposes a duty on Local Planning Authorities to
identify areas that are of special architectural or historic interest, where it is desirable
to preserve and enhance the character and appearance, and to designate them as
Conservation Areas.

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has replaced previous Government

guidance which was detailed in Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the
Historic Environment. The NPPF does, however, maintain the importance placed on
conserving and enhancing the Historic Environment as well as providing specific
advice for Conservation Areas, most notbaly in Paragraphs 127, 137 and 138.

The General Permitted Development Order 1995 (GPDO) classes a Conservation Area
as being “Article 1(5) land”. Whilst planning permission is not required for many
types of works outside such areas, control is given to Local Authorities for works being
undertaken within Conservation Areas, including, but not exclusively, the enlargement
of a dwelling-house, the rendering of such properties, and the installation of antennae
and satellite dishes.

The Adopted Wyre Forest Site Allocations and Policies Local Plan and the Adopted
Kidderminster Central Area Action Plan contain various policies describing the aims
and objectives of the Local Authority in relation to the wider historic environment
and in particular to the preservation and enhancement of the conservation areas
within the District. These policies are contained within Appendix 1 of this Appraisal.
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3.2 Historic Evolution

The earliest documentary reference to the settlement at Wolverley is found in a charter
dated 866 AD. Archaeological finds indicate that the area was occupied prior to this
date. Within the locality is an Iron Age Hill Fort at Drakelow which has been designated
a Scheduled Ancient Monument. Romano-British occupation of the area has also been
identified and is believed to have given rise to the place names of Solcum Wood and
Solcum Farm. By 1086 Wolverley was of sufficient importance to be mentioned in the
Domesday Book, and was noted to have a priest suggesting that there may have been a
church or chapel within Wolverley at this time.

The parish is recorded as being sparsely populated at the turn of the 16™ and 17"
century. However, a key event occurred during this period that would be an influential
factor in the future shaping of Wolverley. In 1620 a William Sebright (the Sebrights
were a family that had been in the Area since 1302) left land for the maintenance of a
free grammar school at Wolverley.

Wolverley in the 18th century witnessed a variety of changes. During the late 17" and
early 18" century the area was home to a fast growing iron industry. Wolverley Lower
Mill, established by Philip Foley and Joshua Newborough helped the village play a
key role in the early tinplate industry. In 1669 a new water course was cut at the foot
of the Church Hill field to divert water from the River Stour, to drive the water wheel.
The Cookley Ironworks were also founded towards the end of the 17 century, and
subsequent iron works were erected on the banks of the River Stour. The flourishing
iron industry would have been facilitated by the construction of the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire Canal which opened 1771. A consequence of industry growth within
the area would have been an influx of workers to fill the jobs made available by the iron
industry.

Other 18th century changes that would have impacted on the landscape around Wolverley
include the passing of the Wolverley Enclosures Act in 1775, and, as previously
mentioned, the construction of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal.

Even the church, believed to have been built in the 12" century, underwent change
during this period. In 1769 it was found that the church was too ruinous to repair and so
it was pulled down and rebuilt. It has been suggested that the bricks were made from
clay excavated during the construction of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal.
The base of the new church tower may be the only surviving remains of the earlier
church building.

The principal sources for the land-use history of the area for the later post medieval
and modern periods are the Tithe Map 1839 and the successive maps produced by the
Ordnance Survey dating from 1889. These sources are consistent in indicating that
the Area had a moderate level of agricultural activity, set within a post-enclosure field
system, which still forms the basic pattern of the landscape.
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3.3

Land-uses

The predominant land uses are as follows:

3.4

Residential: The predominant land-use is residential.

Religious: The church provides a religious and social focal point for the village. It
is believed that a church has been located at this site since the 12" century. Thus the
historical importance of the this building should be emphasised.

Recreational: Situated at the heart of the village centre is the Queen’s Head, the sole
remaining Public House within the Area.

Retail: There is a Post Office cum village shop within the village which serves the
village and the outerlying area.

Educational: Wolverley High School is located at the northern part of the Conservation
Area. Wolverley Sebright Primary School is situated on the south side of the village,
lying just outside the Conservation Area. A school has been sited within the village
since the 17™ century and has occupied and owned various properties within the
village, before taking on it’s current location in 1931 This provides the village and
the school with a closely intertwined history.

The Post Office/Village Shop and the Queen's Head Public House

Colours

Colours within the Area change throughout the year. They are provided by:

3.4.

1 Built Environment:

Buildings:

white or creams of rendered or painted brickwork,
reddish brickwork with some blue bricks,

roofing materials, typically reds and greys,

black down pipes,

black or white paintwork of window and door frames,
coloured doors of Wolverley Cottages
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b) Street furniture:
bins, (bright red, black)
grey lampposts

c) Street surfaces
grey tarmac of road surface and pavement,
road markings

3.4.2 Natural Environment:

a) Grasses and trees: Provide colour variations and interest throughout the seasonal
cycles of the year,

b) Water: The Horsebrook and the Stour both flow through the Area and dependent
on climate conditions can vary from a muddy brown to clear and reflective of their
surroundings,

c¢) The local red sandstone is a prominent natural feature and can be seen at various
points within the Area

Examples of some of the elements that introduce colour to the Area

3.5 Climate

Climate exerts a number of influences in the Area both on the natural and the built
environment.

The surrounding countryside, creating the setting for the Area and often giving rural
views out of the Area, is heavily influenced by the climate, changing scenery, colours
and views with the seasons.

The roofs of the buildings within the Area are sloping, rather than being flat, to shed
rainwater, whilst coping to free standing walls is semi-circular, to shed water and reduce
the potential impact of frost.

3.6  Green Spaces
3.6.1 Trees

Trees are a vitally important component of the character of the Area and the two have a
strong historic association.

Trees and hedges provide various ‘functions’ within the Area. They assist in adding
colour variations and interest throughout the year.
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Example of how trees and hedges provide colour and variation to the Area throughout the year, picture on
the left taken in the summer, picture on the right taken in the autumn

Trees also provide a screen, limiting views into and out of the Area depending on
the season. This gives rise to a feeling of seclusion, and reinforces the rural feel of
the village. In the northern part of the Conservation Area, many of the buildings are
‘hidden’ behind trees and hedges allowing only tantalising glimpses of the properties
to be seen.

There are three Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) within the Conservation Area and one
that adjoins it. They are as follows:

TPO 104: A horse chestnut of out-standing amenity value

TPO 81: Some roadside chestnuts, provide an important visual amenity at the
approach to the village
TPO 62: Horse chestnut, one individual horse chestnut tree close to the drive of

the vicarage.
TPO 210: Mixed coniferous and broadleaved woodland to the rear of Wolverley
House.

3.6.2 Parks and Gardens

Green spaces have long been important to the character of Wolverley. The Tithe Map
of 1839 show pleasure gardens attached to Wolverley House and these formally laid
gardens are still present on the 1903 Ordnance Survey map. It is said that these gardens
were planned under the direction of the poet William Shenstone (1714-1763). The
octagonal walled kitchen garden, which served Wolverley House and was later owned
by the school, is a noticeable feature on the historic maps and is still present today.

Houses within the village centre tend to have gardens to the rear of the property, with
the front opening out onto the street.

3.6.3 Wildlife sites

The following sites are within, adjacent or in close proximity to the Area and have been
designated as Special Wildlife Sites: Gloucester Coppice, Wolverley Marsh, the River
Stour and the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal.

Bishop’s Field a small (1.5 hectare) marsh in the flood plain of the River Stour at
Wolverley, is looked after by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and hosts a variety of wetland
flora and fauna including southern marsh orchids and huge dumps of the greater tussock
sedge which is uncommon in the Midlands.
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3.7  Historic pattern and movement

Historic maps of the area, including the 1839 Tithe Map and successive Ordnance Survey
maps, show that the layout of the village today is little altered than that of the mid 19*
century and probably earlier. It is probable that the layout is based on the medieval road
layout. A painting of Wolverley in the 18™ century (viewing wolverley from the south
east) show Bury Hall and the church in their current position. It also depicts the tithe
barn which remained in that location until destroyed by fire in 1937.

It is evident, through looking at the pattern and
density of the buildings, that the main road(s)
and river dissecting the village have been the
principal influence on the early development of
the village. A later ‘force on the development
of the village has been the school which has
been sited in the village since the 17" century.
The ownership and occupation of the school at
various sites within the village (including Old
School House, Bury Hall, Wolverley House)
will have had an effect on the historic pattern
and movement of the Area.

The movement patterns of the Area are created The Ri .

] A e River Horsebrook is one of the elements
by the social focal points (the schools, the church, that has influenced the village layout
the pub and the post office) of the village. The
school in particular, has a major impact on the
traffic at the start and close of school and also on pedestrian activity with students
walking to and from the High School to the village centre.

The B4189 which runs adjacent to the southern boundary of the Area is a busy road and
is the route for a limited public transport service for the village.

3.8  Illumination and night-time appearance

There are a number of street lights within the Area. Whilst the orange light provided
by the street lights do not preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the Area,
the soft light given out is minimal in terms of its impact. The concrete design of the
columns are neither attractive or sensitive to the character and appearance of the Area
and it would be desirable for these to be replaced with a more sensitive design.

3.9 Views
The views provide important links between the village and its surroundings. The setting

of the village in the Stour valley adds to the character, providing gradient, a varied
roofscape and potential for views over the village.
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a) Into the Area

The topography surrounding the Conservation Area and for much of the village itself,
means it is difficult to gain distant views into the Area. The setting of the village,
nestled in a valley between sandstone cliffs, means that the Area (with the exception of
the church) is largely screened from outside view. This is an important aspect of the

character of the Area. The few vantage points that do exist are:

e On approach to Wolverley from the B4189 a view of the church can be seen. The road
then runs along the southern edge of the Conservation Area allowing limited views into
the Area.

e From the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal views of the church, Bury Hall and
Brooklands can be gained.

e From the northern part of Drakelow Lane glimpses of the church and some of the
village buildings can be seen.

View of the Church from the Staffordshire and Worcestershire
Canal

b) Out of the Area

For the reasons of topography referred to above, long distance views out of the Area are
restricted. The vantage points that do exist are:

oThe church and churchyard - provides views across to the River Stour and out to
Franche.

eBridge, Drakelow Lane — views out along the River Stour.

eFrom the former Live and Let Live Public House provides views across to the woods
at Wolverley Court.

View from the churchyard across to Franche
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c) Views within the Area

Views within the Area are restricted through the natural topography of the village, and
the area in which it is sited. The centre of the village is sunken between sandstone cliffs,
limiting the views to the immediate surroundings. The curving of the streets and paths
result in views that unfold as you traverse through the Area. The curves of the road draw
the eye towards the next element of the village, which is tantalisingly hidden from view,
until the corner is breached. The limited views endow the Area with a sense of visual
drama and interest and is an important characteristic of the Area.

Examples of some of the characteristic curves that limit views within the Area but provide visual interest

Many of the views within the Area are therefore limited to the immediate surroundings
but there are some longer reaching views into the Area and these include:

e The church and churchyard provide a vantage point for overlooking the village to the
north.

e Northern approach to the Holloway (by Wolverley House) provides views across to
the church.

e The former Live and Let Live Public House provides a vantage point to overlook the
village centre and across to the church.

oThe village centre provides views to the entrance of the Holloway and across to the
church

3.10  Pattern and density of building

Wolverley village has effectively been dissected into two parts, with the Holloway
linking the two.

The northern part of the Conservation Area is dominated by Wolverley House, built in
the mid 18" century by Edward Knight and its associated buildings which include the
former coach house (now called Lucas Buildings), the Dovecote and the gate posts.
These together with the Birches form an impressive group of Listed Buildings. The
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